BULLETIN

BOARD

Tresﬁyten’an Association

Volume 1, Number 1

The Science,

on Technology

and}ﬁe September, 1992

Christian
Faith

CHAIRPERSON'S MESSAGE

Dear Friends:

I am delighted to welcome you as a
member of our new Association, and to
encourage others reading this newsletter
to join with us as we explore some very
important issues in the life of our
church. This dream of many persons for a
long time has finally become reality. We
owe special thanks toc Dr. John Burgess
and Phyllis Burroughs of the Theology and
Worship Unit staff. They have been a
great help to the organization of this
new association. We could not have done
it without their assistance.

As we begin to shape and develop this
new Association during the next couple of
years, it 1s important to remember that
this is a membership organization. The
most important work will be done by mem-
bers. The initiatives that we members
take in our congregation, college or
Presbytery will largely determine our
future. I look forward to working with
you in the months ahead.

Kenneth McCall
1514 Tenth Ave. South
Escanaba, MI 49829

This mini-newsletter needs a good name.
(Send suggestions.) It will grow with the
news you send about local or regional
events; succinctly stated ideas for Asso-
ciation development; titles, authors and
publishers of good new books on science
and religion. For now this is a newslet-
ter, not a Journal. (In time a Journal
might become feasible.) Let's hear from
you! I can't assure publication because
space is limited, but don't let that
inhibit you. Please be concise, and ex-
pect minor editing. We need and welcome
your communication.

Daniel W. Martin, Editor

7349 Clough Pike

Cincinnati, OH 45244

ASSOCIATION ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING

Over 50 Presbyterian members and min-
isters who believe that theological and
scientific viewpoints can be complementa-
ry, came together at Milwaukee June 4th,
while General Assembly was in session, to
organize a Presbyterian Association on
Science, Technology, and the Christian
Faith. Before the meeting more than 100
Presbyterians had applied and paid for
membership. (Over 150 now.) Each member
received a copy of the new book, Science
and Christian Faith: Beyond Dualism. The
book contains sermons and essays selected
from the 1991 contest of the Work Group
on Faith, Science and Technology, a
project of the Theology and Worship Min-
istry Unit. The group of seven scientists
and theologians had taken the initiative
to sponsor the formation of the new Asso-
ciation.

The general purpose of the Association
is "to challenge and to assist the Pres-
byterian Church (U.S.A.) to study, de-
bate, understand, and act on the implica-
tions of science and technology as they
impact theology, worship, practice and
moral actions of the church."”

Three members of the Work Group are
the initial officers: Chairperson, Rev.
Kenneth McCall, Escanaba, MI; Vice-chair,
Dr. Daniel W. Martin, Cincinnati, O0H;
Secretary-Treasurer, Rev. James B. Mill-
er, Pittsburgh, PA. Regional representa-
tives have been appointed within each
Synod. Award certificates were presented
for the most outstanding sermon, essay
and student essay to Rev. Joseph F. Green

for "Science and Faith: Pointers to God";
Dr. Lori L. Woods for "The Development
and Practice of Faith and Science"; and

Mark A. Looyenga for "The Integration of
Science and Religion."



NEWS

Every PCUSA synod except Puerto Rico was
represented in the PASTCF charter member-
ship, some with as many as 10 members.
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]
Your officers will participate in the
Ecumenical Roundtable held annually on
Science and Christianity, at Burlingame,
CA on October 17, along with UCC, ELCA,
Episcopal, and Methodist representatives.

C
A Covenant Relationship is being devel-
oped between PASTCF and the Theology and
Worship Ministry Unit. The Unit has made
a significant contribution to the support
of PASTCF.

(]
The Connection, the previous book of
sermons and essays on Christian Faith,
Science and Technology, is now out of
print, but may be available at your Pres-
bytery Resource Center.

At

The seven-member Work Group that spon-
sored the formation of PASTCF is still in
operation. Although not in the 1993 bud-
get of the Ministry Unit, it has been
approved in principle by the Unit into
1995, and continues to receive staff
support. Future Unit projects may involve
the Work Group.

(]
Dr. Karl Busen, representative in Synod
of Lincoln Trails, 1s securing a PASTCF
representative in each presbytery in the
synod.

)
In the new Presbyterian Hymnal you will
find at least ten hymns relating God to
astronomy, biology, chemistry, geology,
and physics: 134, 136, 266, 268, 274,285,
287, 297, 412, 458. Half of the texts
were written since 1975.

1993 SUMMER CONFERENCE IN MINNESOTA

You may want to put July 26-29, 1993 on
your personal calendar and into your
summer plans. On those dates at Concordia
College 1in Moorhead, MN our Ecumenical
Roundtable is cosponsoring a Conference
on Science, Technology and Religion. The
conference is intended to be an overview
at introductory level, not pushing schol-
arly frontiers. However, some of the
speakers will be eminent authors in this
subject area. A brochure with details is
expected to be available by January 1,
and will be publicized in the newsletter,
so you will have time for planning. Take
advantage of this unique opportunity.

FRONTIERS:

SPACE, SCIENCE AND SPIRITUALITY
Both the 12 minute video (Item #18916)
and the booklet (Item #18915) are still
available from Presbyterian Publishing
House. The faith and scientific careers
of Presbyterians in Clear Lake Church,
mostly from Johnson Space Center in Hous-
ton, provide inspiring program material.

(]
Rev. James B. Miller, Director of United
Campus Ministry in Pittsburgh and our
Secretary-Treasurer, can be reached on
membership and financial matters of the
Association at 917 Forest Avenue, Pitts-
burgh, PA 15202
C

If you are not yet a member of the
PASTCF, or 1if you can provide the ad-
dresses of Presbyterians whose interest
is strong, or if you need copies of ex-
planatory material, please use the mem-
bership application below, or write to
that address for information. Thank you.

Please enroll me as a student ($10)

Regular ($35) _

Name:

Address:

Membership Application
Presbyterian Association on Science, Technology and the Christian Faith

Contributor ($100) _____ Sustaining ($250) member of the Presbyterian
Association on Science, Technology and the Chrisuan Faith.  (please prin)

Professional Field:

Phone:

Local Church:

100 Witherspoon Street, Louisville, KY 40202-1396

Presbyrery:

Please make checks for 1993 dues payable to PASTCF and mail to The Association, ¢/o Phyllis Burroughs, Room 3211A, The Presbyterian Center,




