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By Derek Pursey

The Reverend Dr. James B. Miller, immediate 
past President of PASTCF, has been involved 
with the science and religion dialogue for over 

twenty years. Probably nobody else within the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) can match Miller’s 
breadth of experience in and knowledge of 
the whole fi eld of religion and science. At the 
PASTCF-sponsored luncheon at the 214th 
General Assembly, the Reverend Joseph Small 
presented him with a certifi cate of appreciation 
on behalf of the Congregational Ministries Divi-
sion of the PCUSA.

The fi rst three years of Miller’s undergradu-
ate work were in an engineering program. Even 
after completing his divinity degree at Union 
Theological Seminary, he continued his interest 
in technology by working for several years, fi rst 
as an administrative aide and then as a teaching 
technician, in the Department of Engineering 
Mechanics at North Carolina State University. 
He then worked for a few years for the Synod 
of North Carolina of the Presbyterian Church 
(US), before becoming a campus pastor in 
northern Michigan. After Michigan, he earned 
a Ph.D. in Systematic Theology at Marquette 
University with a dissertation explor-
ing some theological implications of 
contemporary science. After complet-
ing his doctorate, he became Director 
of the Campus Ministry of Pittsburgh 
for twelve years, and then accepted a 
position as Senior Program Associate 
for the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science (AAAS) pro-
gram of Dialogue on Science, Ethics, 
and Religion.

In his position at AAAS, Miller 
has organized many conferences and 
symposia, in the process getting to 
know scientists and leaders in many 
religions, not just within the Chris-
tian tradition. He has edited several 
volumes of conference/symposium 

proceedings for AAAS, and he has written a 
number papers and made many presentations 
during his career.

An overture from Mackinac Presbytery in 
Michigan, which Miller helped draft, led to 
the formation of a Task Force on Theology and 
Cosmology in 1983 on which Miller served. He 
contributed a lengthy paper to the Consultation 
on the Church and Contemporary Cosmology 
that was the culmination of the Task Force’s 
work, and he co-edited the proceedings (along 
with Kenneth McCall, the Task Force chair and 
fi rst President of PASTCF), published in 1990 
by Carnegie-Mellon University Press.

Miller also served on the Work Group on 
Christian Faith, Science and Technology that was 
formed in 1988 in response to a recommendation 
from the Task Force on Theology and Cosmology. 
One of the initiatives of the Work Group was a 
series of weeklong seminars at Ghost Ranch (a 
Presbyterian conference center in New Mexico) 
on issues of science and faith. These were orga-
nized and co-led by Miller and the Reverend Dr. 
Barbara A. Pursey. The series lasted for four years, 
beginning in 1991, and was very well received. 
Topics ranged from cosmology to evolution, with 
a different topic each year.

Towards the end of the Work Group’s exis-
tence, the Ecumenical Round Table on Science 
Technology and the Church was formed as a 
forum for science/faith initiatives in various 
Christian denominations to share their experi-
ences. Although Miller did not initiate the Round 
Table, he played a signifi cant role in it from the 
beginning. In particular, every year he has coor-
dinated the Ecumenical Round Table booth in 
the exhibit hall of the AAAS Annual Meeting. 
Under his management, this booth expanded 
to double-size, providing display space for a 
number of religious bodies in addition to the 
denominational groups that make up the Round 
Table. This leads to interesting and constructive 
dialogues with scientists of many religions and 
of no religion.

The Presbyterian Association on Science, 
Technology and the Christian Faith (PASTCF) 
was formed in 1992 as a membership organiza-
tion to continue the work of the Work Group on 
Christian Faith, Science and Technology. Miller 
was Secretary and Treasurer of PASTCF from 
its formation through 1998, and President for 
two terms thereafter. His second term as Presi-
dent fi nished at the end of the 214th General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) in 

June 2002.
First as Secretary/Treasurer and later 

as President, Miller wrote many pieces 
for SciTech†, represented PASTCF before 
committees of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA), drafted overtures on science 
and faith to come before the General 
Assembly, organized a display booth at 
each General Assembly, and organized 
a PASTCF-sponsored luncheon for 
delegates to the Assembly. As President, 
he signed a covenant agreement between 
PASTCF and the Congregational Minis-
tries Division of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA), stimulated the PASTCF Board 
into proposing a major fi ve-year develop-
ment plan, and skillfully guided the Board 
during its development.

James B. Miller Honored at General Assembly

Joe Small presents certifi cate of appreciation to Jim Miller
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER BY   DEREK PURSEY

may still be) a required part of the public school curriculum.
Not that it did much good, since it could well be (and 

sometimes was) “taught” by a professed atheist. However, 
my parents were disillusioned by all things to do with the 
church—with good cause, in my opinion. Thus, my brother 
and I were raised with no religious infl uence apart from what 
happened in school. When, as an eighth grader, I decided to 
be a research physicist, it was easy to decide that “science had 
disproved all that nonsense about God.”

One Language and Worldview
So what happened? I did not become a Christian by 

intellectual persuasion. Rather the God who is love (accord-
ing to 1 John) wooed me over the years and fi nally embraced 
me while I was on sabbatical at UCLA. So I found myself 
professing Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior while still 
thoroughly indoctrinated by the professional skepticism that 
is an essential part of doing science. Ever since then, I have 
been struggling to understand how the traditional language 
about God and salvation can have meaning in the kind of 
universe that I have studied and researched throughout my 
professional career.

Many scientists, having grown up in a Christian family 
and church community, have no diffi culty with the traditional 
language of Christian faith. The words and concepts are full 
of meaning for them because they correlate with a lifetime of 
personal experience within the faith community. Such people 
often compartmentalize their faith and their profession. While 
in worship, the language and worldview of faith are profoundly 
meaningful and the language and worldview of science make no 
sense. In the laboratory, however, the language and worldview 
of faith have no obvious relevance to the research problem at 
hand while the language and worldview of science are pro-
foundly meaningful. So long as the two worlds can be kept 
apart, there are no problems.

That does not work for me. For me, the world in which 
I worship in church and the scientifi c world of my profes-
sional career are one and the same. God whom I worship is 
at much present in the laboratory as in church. An adequate 
understanding of God, together with the faith language in 
which it is expressed, must make as much sense for me in the 
one venue as in the other.

Mission Statement
That brings me to a brief discussion of PASTCF’s mission 

statement which has two essential parts:
• To present issues of science and technology for inte-

gration into the life of the Church, and
• To present issues of Reformed theology for integration 

into the lives of Presbyterian scientists and technical profes-
sionals.

Progress and still much to do
I believe that PASTCF has been trying very hard to fulfi ll 

the fi rst part of the mission statement. In doing so, we are 
hampered by our limited membership and limited resources, so 
that every year at General Assembly many people tell me that 
they have never heard of PASTCF. Usually they are delighted to 
discover that we exist. I believe that we have actually achieved 
quite a lot, but we very much need the fi ve-year plan to suc-
ceed in order to assist the church to fully come to grips with 
the world as described by contemporary science.

One of my most important tasks as President is to promote 
the fi ve-year plan to the utmost of my ability. I believe that the 
formation of local chapters is one of the most important parts 
of the plan. If you are thinking of pursuing this in your area, 
please let me 
know how I 
or members of 
the PASTCF 
board can 
help.

I do not 
believe that 
we have suc-
ceeded so 
well with the 
second part of 
our mission statement.

How many of us understand Reformed theology well 
enough to formulate it in terms that make sense in the labo-
ratory or science classroom? I am a scientist by training, not a 
theologian. However, I hope that the theologians in our midst 
will try harder to express the Reformed faith in terms that 
make sense to scientists, both those who believe and those 
who do not. I hope to stimulate this effort by personal study 
of Reformed theology, and to use my newfound understand-
ing to approach the problem from the scientifi c end. If my 
theological insights are suffi ciently sophomoric, they ought to 
rile up the theologians enough for them to respond!=

.  .  .  the God who is  love wooed me over the years .  .  .  

PASTCF’s New President
IN THIS, MY FIRST PRESIDENT’S CORNER, I HOPE TO TELL YOU A LITTLE 
about myself, and at least a few of my fi rst thoughts about where we in PASTCF should be going. 
I grew up in a suburb of Glasgow, Scotland, a land where “religious education” was then (and

For me, the world in which I  wor-
ship in church and the sc ient i f ic  
world of  my professional  career 
are one and the same.
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God of infi nite patience, you have been calling this universe 
into being for 13 billion years and look what you have 
gotten … cosmic infl ation and quantum weirdness, Jay-

birds and jalopies, beaver dams and Hoover dam, a Big Bang 
and fi ve major extinctions, ham and eggs and escargot, and a 
double espresso latte with skim milk, easy on the foam. You 
have called life into becoming with all its promise of adap-
tive novelty and creative self-transcendence. You have called 
humankind into becoming and today we are the only heirs 
of numerous experiments in evolutionary human making on 
planet Earth.

You have called us to this place, to this meal, to this shared 
time of fellowship. May we be grateful for all those who have 
gone before us making our presence here possible: the early 
generations of stars who cooked the elements of our life in 
their hearts and in whose death made those elements a gift 
for us; anaerobic bacteria who pioneered life on Earth and 
whose sacrifi ce for us was the creation of an oxygen atmo-
sphere; the small mammals who persisted in life in the midst 
of dinosaurs and cosmic catastrophe and made our becoming 
possible; those creatures who have pollinated the plants, tilled 
the soil, husbanded the animals, and in whose death we are 
nourished; those who with skill, artistry, and dedication to 
service have placed this meal before us.

As we break bread together this day may we commit 
ourselves with courage and confi dence to respond to your 
creative call to join with you in making all things new. We 
ask this in the name of the one who goes before us as your 
creative Word being made fl esh, even our brother, Jesus, the 
Christ. Amen © 2002 James B. Miller

“At the Banks of the River Jordan: The Promise and Peril of the 
Future for the PCUSA” by the Rev. James B. Miller, Ph.D.

The title of my talk alludes to this passage from the Hebrew 
scriptures when the Hebrews stood on the banks of the Jordan 
and God spoke to Joshua:

“ … Now proceed to cross the Jordan, you and all this people, 
into the land that I am giving to them.… Every place that 
the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, 
as I promised to Moses.… No one shall be able to stand 
against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, 
so I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you. 
Be strong and courageous; for you shall put this people in 
possession of the land that I swore to their ancestors to give 
them. Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to 
act in accordance with all the law that my servant Moses 

commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or 
to the left, so that you may be successful wherever you go. 
This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth; 
you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may 
be careful to act in accordance with all that is written in 
it. For then you shall make your way prosperous, and then 
you shall be successful. I hereby command you: Be strong 
and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the 
LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”

Joshua 1.2-9 (NRSV)

Today the Presbyterian Church (USA) stands on the shore 
of the new land of the 21st century. It is a land with a 
13 billion year old past. It is a land in which humanity is 

taking up residence beyond the surface of the Earth and soon 
even on other worlds. It is a land in which high technology 
pervades every aspect of our lives. It is a land in which we have 
discovered the book of life and are beginning to decipher its 
code. It is the land of the “banana fi sh.” Well, this is perhaps 
a fanciful example of genetic engineering but we have placed 
cod fi sh genes in strawberries in order to make the berries 
more resistant to frost. There are other fanciful possibilities for 
genetic engineering to protect the rain forests “by genetically 
combining trees and pit bulls.” It is a land in which there are 
troubling possible developments in human reproduction on 
the horizon (e.g., human cloning).

Over the past 20 years there have been three initiatives in 
the life of the PCUSA that have attempted to help equip the 
Church to be able to enter this new land. The fi rst was the 
Task Force on Theology and Cosmology that was formed in 
response to an overture to the General Assembly from Macki-
nac Presbytery in 1982. Members of this task force included 
pioneers in the science and religion fi eld, Ian Barbour and 
Robert Russell, neither of whom was a Presbyterian though 
both were in the Reformed tradition as members of the United 
Church of Christ. The Task Force completed its work with 
a national conference in November 1987 and a report to the 
General Assembly in 1988 with the recommendation for the 
Assembly to establish an ongoing working group on science, 
technology and the Christian faith.

As part of a denominational structural reorganization, a 
working group was established in 1989 within the PCUSA’s 
newly formed Theology and Worship Ministry Unit and funded 
for three years from non-regular budgetary resources. Due 
to its productivity the Work Group on Science, Technology 
and the Christian Faith was reauthorized to continue for

>>> “Jordan” continues on page 4

AT THE BANKS OF THE RIVER JORDAN BY   JAMES B.  MILLER

“God of inf ini te pat ience .  .  .  ”

Promise and Peril for PCUSA
The invocation and keynote address by outgoing PASTCF President Jim Miller at the General

Assembly luncheon sponsored by PASTCF on June 20, 2002
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<<< “Jordan” continued from page 3
another three years but was not funded in the 
midst of yet another denominational reorganiza-
tion. However, by conserving its resources the 
Work Group actually had its last meeting in 1993 
following the reorganizational dissolution of its 
parent ministry unit.

In anticipation of a lack of funding beyond 
1993, the Work Group initiated an invitation for 
members of the Presbyterian Church (USA) to 
join together to form an association that would 
seek to keep issues of science and the Christian 
faith before the Church. At the 1992 General 
Assembly the third PCUSA initiative (the Pres-
byterian Association on Science, Technology and 
the Christian Faith) was organized.

Why this persistent though institutionally 
fragile effort to relate science and technology 
to the life and work of the PCUSA? I think the 
following quote captures the issue:

Often a non-Christian knows something 
about the earth, the heavens, and the other 
parts of the world, about the motions and 
orbits of the stars and even their sizes and 
distances,… and this knowledge he holds 
with certainty from reason and experience. 
It is thus offensive and disgraceful for an 
unbeliever to hear a Christian talk nonsense 
about such things, claiming that what he is 
saying is based in Scripture. We should do all 
that we can to avoid such an embarrassing 
situation, which people see as ignorance in 
the Christian and laugh to scorn.
This remarkably contemporary quote comes 

from the 5th century, from the writings of St. 
Augustine in his De Genesi ad litteram libri duo-
decim (The Literal Meaning of Genesis). Why 

must the church take account of science and 
technology? There are at least three reasons: (1) 
Theology and ethics necessarily refl ect some 
understanding of what the world is like; (2) 
Science and technology are our global cultural 
context; (3) In relation to what other world should 
the church worship, teach, and serve?

But there are reasons why this need is not 
immediately obvious to everyone. Chief among 
them is the legacy of modern culture. That legacy 
divides the world into two domains. On one side 
are matter, body, phenomena, knowledge, facts, 
objects, reason, physics, and nature. On the other 
side are spirit, mind or soul, noumena, faith, values, 
subjects, passion, metaphysics, and supernature. 
Between them is an impenetrable philosophical 
barrier that absolutely separates them. This, of 

course, means that science is on one side of that 
barrier and religion on the other.

Probably the most articulate current expres-
sion of this view was provided by the late Stephen 
Jay Gould in his book Rocks of Ages. The book 
was based on an article that appeared in Natural 
History, where he wrote:

The lack of confl ict between science and 
religion arises from a lack of overlap 
between their respective domains of pro-
fessional expertise—science in the empirical 
constitution of the universe and religion in 
the search for proper ethical value and the 
spiritual meaning of our lives. “Nonoverlap-
ping Magisteria,” Natural History, 106 
(2), 1997: 18.
Today, however, scholars in many fi elds are 

coming to realize that, rather than being separate, 
these two domains are so intimately related in 
interdependence that even speaking of them as 
“two domains” is not appropriate. In terms of 
the science and religion relationship, we could 
say that science provides a description of the 
world that religion must take account of as it 
speaks about God. Reciprocally, religion provides 
a framework of ultimate meaning in relation to 
which the scientifi c enterprise is seen as mean-
ingful. Actually, perhaps it is more appropriate 
to say that science develops a narrative descrip-
tion of nature that has an impact on traditional 
religious narratives.

What is the relationship of narrative, of 
story, to our religious faith? Some might think 
that religious narratives are merely the vehicles 
that convey our essential religious faith from 
generation to generation and to those beyond 
our faith community. We could change the nar-

rative (like changing cars) but our essential faith 
would remain the same. But, I would suggest 
that the relation of narrative to faith is more 
intimate than that. The religious narrative is in 
part constitutive of our faith; it helps make it 
what it is. As a consequence, if you modify the 
narrative, you modify the faith to some degree. 
The modifi cation could be small and hardly 
noticeable or the change could be signifi cant 
resulting of a “religion of a different color.” In 
fact, the change in religious narrative could so 
refl ect the surrounding culture that religion as 
such disappears as a distinctive feature of our 
social life. It becomes simply one other ideology 
or group among others in our society.

Be that as it may, I want to suggest that it 
is in the context of such narrative intimacy that 

the relationship between scientifi c and religious 
narratives needs to be understood. Taking theo-
logical account of the world, as it is described in 
scientifi c narrative, will have a formative effect 
on our faith, its expression in our theology, and 
its embodiment in our lives in mission.

Our life as a Christian community might 
be described in terms of three dimensions: wor-
ship, education, and mission. If we take account 
of the world as it is being described by science, 
then each of these areas of our Christian life will 
be affected. Without being able to elaborate in 
detail, let me suggest what some of these effects 
might be.

One of the central elements of worship is 
prayer. But is prayer a form of “spiritual technol-
ogy” by means of which we manipulate the power 
of God so that it will accomplish our ends? When 
put this way, few of us would affi rm prayer in this 
manner. Yet, this is the sense of much petitionary 
and intercessory prayer. It is as though we have 
to ask God for the divine presence in order for 
God to be with us or others about whom we 
care. But isn’t God always with us? Does God do 
things for us in response to prayer, or does God 
sustain the possibilities of the future so that we 
can do those things that God would have us do? 
If we want peace, justice, and reconciliation, we 
can rest confi dent in the faith that God makes 
these possible. What is missing is our commit-
ted effort to accomplish them. So, our prayers 
should not be petitions that God bring these about 
but rather prayers of dedication of ourselves to 
their accomplishment. Contrary to some popular 
accounts, there is no solid scientifi c evidence that 
God intervenes in the processes of creation to 
accomplish divine ends. Instead, the preponder-

ance of evidence is that God works in and through 
creation, calling it to new being, to accomplish 
the divine purpose. It is up to the creation itself 
to respond actively to that call.

Music is another important element of wor-
ship. But have you looked at the lyrics of our 
hymns lately? Virtually all of them refl ect an 
understanding of the world that was abandoned 
with the discoveries of Copernicus and Newton 
more than 300 years ago. Almost none of these 
acknowledge a universe that is 13 billion years 
old, whose history gives witness to the emergence 
of creatures most diverse and marvelous. Our 
hymns tend to assume that the Earth is at the 
center of the universe and that human history 
is the pinnacle of cosmic history. The view that

>>> continues on page 5

    
           

         
        

          
         
       

      
         
          

        
          
       
           

        
          

         
         
        
          

          
          

        
         
     

      
         

       
            

          
         

      
       

        
       
      

       
         

      
           

        
          

        
      

     
        

        
          

          
         

          
       
       

      

        
       
       

        
         

      
        

          
         

         
          

        
      

        
         
        

         
          
         

           
        

           
        

         
          

        
        

           
      

          
       

  
       

        
          

       
        

          
          

       
          

         
        

        
        

        
         

       
          

  
        
        

       
      

       
       
        

      
       

          
        
         

          
        

       
          

        
         
        

      
      

         
         
       

        
    
        

       
         

          
        

         
        
         
         
       

        
        

          
       

          
          

         
       
      

         
      

          
          
        

   
       

        
        

         
   

       
        

      
         

        
      

     

              

                

We are in desperate need of hymnody that, while it may retain familiar tunes, proclaims our faith in the God who is the

creator of this universe, not the universe that was thought to exist 300 or 2,000 years ago.
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<<< continued from page 4
the Earth is at the center of the cosmos in any 
respect is simply false. We are in desperate need 
of hymnody that, while it may retain familiar 
tunes, proclaims our faith in the God who is the 
creator of this universe not the universe that was 
thought to exist 300 or 2,000 years ago.

What about preaching? Almost invariably all 
of us preachers use the “as though” tense. This 
is the “tense” that offers images of the world “as 
though” they were different than they are. So, 
we speak of God’s creation of the world in the 
past tense, as though somehow God’s creating 
was fi nished. (If I could make one rule that all 
Presbyterians would have to follow, it would be 
that we would never again speak of God as creator 

in the past tense.) We speak of humankind “in 
the image of God,” as though our species were 
not in biological continuity with earlier forms of 
life down to the fi rst prokaryotic cells about 4 
billion years ago. We speak of the Fall, as though 
there was no death or decay in the world before 
the appearance of Homo sapiens. The issue in 
preaching is not that we need to include more 
references to quantum chromodynamics or 
infl ationary cosmology or allopatric speciation 
(though some of these might, with a bit of prepa-
ration, serve as theological metaphors). But we 
do need to preach in such a way that what we say 
about God’s call to us in this time is consonant 
with the world that God is creating all around 
us, as best we can recognize it.

What about the educational dimension of the 
church’s life? One form of education is catechesis, 
the educational preparation of persons for entry 
into adult communion in the church—what Pres-
byterians usually call education for confi rmation. 
But in what world are we preparing our young 
people to be adult Presbyterian Christians? 
Too often it is the world of the 17th and 18th 
centuries. It is small wonder that young people 
who have always lived in a world of space travel, 
DNA, and desktop computers drift away from a 
church that represents itself almost exclusively 
in terms of an “ancient” world.

Part of the problem is that our church 
education seems to suggest that what we need 
to do is to convey to young people a tradition 
that was delivered once and for all to the saints. 
This is problematic in two respects. First, it fails 
to affi rm that we stand in a “living” tradition, 
one that continues to develop confessionally in 
each generation. Ours is a tradition, Reformed 
and reforming. But second, treating the tradi-

tion as though all theological matters and their 
implications for the Christian life were settled 
undermines the recognition that members of the 
church need to be continuing learners, seeking to 
discern God’s call to participation in the midst of 
the contemporary world that God is creating.

And that brings us to mission. Who would 
argue that the fi rst mission of the church is evan-
gelism? But, if the proclamation of the faith is 
going to be both credible and compelling, it will 
need to be coherent with the world as we are 
coming to understand it. Can a proclamation of 
the Gospel be compelling without being cred-
ible? Given what we know today about human 
psychology, the answer has to be “Yes.” But a 
compelling, yet incredible faith is likely to result 

in human activity that is destructive. If we hold 
in a compelling fashion that it is “ill humours” in 
the blood that make people sick, then we might 
decide to bleed them in order to get rid of these 
“humours.” Of course, we might also kill them 
in the process due to blood loss. If we hold that 
every human being is equally disposed to good 
or bad behavior and that whether they are good 
or bad is simply a matter of their decision, we 
may fail to recognize that our personal biology 
and our personal environments do not place us 
all on the same moral playing fi eld. I do not 
mean here to undercut personal responsibility, 
but only to point out that we are learning that 
responsibility is a more complicated matter than 
we previously thought.

Likewise, the practice of importing God to 
cover over our human ignorance, calling upon a 
“god of the gaps,” is incredible in our time. One 
of my favorite cartoons shows two scientists 
standing before a blackboard. On the left side 
of the blackboard are a set of equations and on 
the right side another set. In the middle are the 
words: “Then a miracle occurs.” One scientist 
is saying to the other, “I think you should be 
more explicit here in step two.” There are many 
mysteries that science has not yet addressed and 
there are likely many mysteries, given the limits 
of fi nite human understanding, which science will 
never be able to address effectively. However, we 
do not know what those mysteries are and we 
cannot afford to substitute “god” as an explana-
tion for a mystery that we could but simply have 
not yet solved.

The Gospel can also be proclaimed in a 
manner that, while credible, is deadly dull. This 
is where the new communication and information 
technologies provide an opportunity to enhance 

the compelling force of a credible Christian proc-
lamation. Today, almost anyone with a desktop 
computer and access to the Internet can produce 
presentations with color, animation, sound, and 
pictures that engage the imagination and that 
can be copied and distributed on CDs to a wide 
audience or put up on the World Wide Web.

Our mission is also to speak truth in love 
to power. But such truth is not simple. It must 
be literate. As the quote above from Augustine 
suggests, the danger posed by Christians who 
speak naively about the world on the basis of their 
biblical convictions is not that they are simply 
wrong but that they bring the Gospel and the 
church to scorn, they undermine that capacity of 
the Christian community to effectively engage 
the “principalities and powers.” Virtually every 
issue of policy that bears on our shared human 
life on Earth has signifi cant scientifi c and techni-
cal dimensions and sometimes these are central 
both in terms of understanding the issue and 
discovering ways to resolve it.

Finally, there is the issue of mission as Chris-
tian vocation. A “functional atheist” is not some-
one who declares that there is no God. Instead, 
it is the person whose ideas about God are so 
immature that they are unable to apply them 
in the major contexts of their lives, their work 
and engagements in the world. As they engage 
the world through their lives, it is “as though” 
they do not believe in God, even though they 
may attend worship on Sunday mornings and 
are otherwise involved in the activities of their 
church. They are far more sophisticated in their 
understanding of what it means to be a parent, a 
teacher, a medical professional, a business person, 
an engineer, a scientist, or a civil servant and of 
the world that they are dealing with in these roles 
than they are about the relation of the Christian 
faith to these roles. For Christians, and particu-
larly for Reformed Presbyterian Christians, all 
of our lives and especially our life works are 
understood to be callings of God—vocations. 
But to be able to discern these as callings requires 
an understanding of our faith at least as deep as 
the depth of understanding required of any of 
these areas of life.

The person most often cited as the initia-
tor of the scientifi c era, Nicolaus Copernicus, 
captured the religious nature of the pursuit of 
knowledge as vocation and as a form of living 
worship when he wrote:

To know the mighty works of God, compre-
hend His wisdom and majesty and power, to 
appreciate in degree the wonderful working 
of His laws, surely all this must be a pleas-
ing and acceptable mode of worship to the 
Most High to whom ignorance cannot be

>>> “Jordan” continues on page 6

If the proclamation of the faith is going to be both credible and compelling, 

it will need to be coherent with the world as we are coming to understand it. 

                      

                



 SC I TE CH† August  2002 www.pastcf .org     6 

Rocky Mountain Chapter of PASTCF

           
           

        
           

            
           

          
        

          
        

 
             

            
          

           
           

          
           
           

         
         

           
         

      
          

          
            

              
           
      

             
          

            
           

    
             

            
             

            
             

              
           

            
          

           

            
            

            
            

            
           

          
          

        
  

         
              
             
           

            
              

           
              

          
            

          
         

             
       

    
           

            
              

          
         

          
           

         
           

          
           

         
         

    
        

         
         

        
         

        
     

            

       

    
             

        

<<< “Jordan” continued from page 5
more grateful than knowledge.
(Attributed, source unknown.)

John’s Book of the Apocalypse is usually taken 
to refer to the end times, the end of history. But 
the early Christians understood that the “end 
times” had begun with the resurrection of Jesus. 
More strongly than Western Christians, Eastern 
Christians have understood the resurrection as a 
witness to God as Creator and the “end times” 
more as the consummation of creation than the 
fulfi llment of salvation. Today, with a deeper 
understanding of the ongoing character of 
creation as revealed by the scientifi c story of the 
world, perhaps we can read the Book of Revelation 
in a new light with regard to the future of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA). John wrote:

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; 
for the fi rst heaven and the fi rst earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. And I 
saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. And I heard 
a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, 
the home of God is among mortals. He will 
dwell with them as their God; they will be 
his peoples, and God himself will be with 
them; he will wipe every tear from their 
eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and 
crying and pain will be no more, for the 
fi rst things have passed away.” And the one 
who was seated on the throne said, “See, I 
am making all things new.” Also he said, 
“Write this, for these words are trustworthy 
and true.”

“These words are trustworthy and true.” God 
is “making all things new.” The promise of the 
future for the Presbyterian Church (USA) is that 
God is calling us to share in this creating of a 
“new heaven and a new Earth.” The peril is that 
we must be made new in the process.=

By George Neal

The Science and Theology Committee of the 
Montview Boulevard Presbyterian Church of 

Denver and the Science and Theology Ministry 
of the Golden Presbyterian Church of Golden 
decided to join and form a local chapter of 
PASTCF.

The requirements for a local chapter were met 
and a request for a chapter to be known as the 
Rocky Mountain Chapter was submitted to the 
PASTCF president and the PASTCF Secretary 
on January 29, 2002. The Chapter was approved 
by the PASTCF Board in April 2002, and its 
Charter was received by John Schuler in June at 

the PASTCF-sponsored luncheon at the 214th 
General Assembly of the PC(USA) in Colum-
bus, Ohio. A further ceremony in Denver with 
PASTCF President Derek Pursey was held on 
August 2.

A letter was sent to the churches in the Denver 
Presbytery informing them that the local chapter 
was being formed, inviting any who wished to 
join. At present, the Rocky Mountain Chapter has 
some twelve members, four of whom are ministers 
representing four churches. The membership is 
increasing all the time.

The Rocky Mountain Chapter has broken 
ground as the very fi rst local Chapter of PASTCF. 
May it soon be followed by many more.

Jim Miller presents the Charter of the Rocky Mountain Chapter to John Schuler

Science,	Technology	&	Religion
Conversations	for	the	21st	Century

St.	Andrews	Presbyterian	College

October	18-20,	2002

What	In	the	
World	Is	
Going	On?

Keynote Speaker: Dr. John F. Haught, Landegger Distinguished Professor of Theol-
ogy, Georgetown University, Washington, DC. Author of numerous books including 
Science and Religion: From Confl ict to Conversations.

Keynote Address: “Science, Religion and the Quest for Cosmic Purpose”

Conference Theme: The purpose of the conference is to explore mutually enriching 
and constructive conversation between science and religion in a context of a living, 
active, growing community where dialogue of both heart and mind has full play.

Contact Information: Internet: <http://www.sapc.edu> phone: Lee Hinson-Hasty, 
910-277-5299; email: str@sapc.edu.
St. Andrews Presbyterian College, 1700 Dogwood Mile, Laurinburg, NC 28352
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Aubrey Briggs receives certifi cate from Jim Miller

J im Miller as (outgoing) President and Derek 
Pursey as (outgoing) Secretary/Treasurer 
were the offi cial PASTCF representatives 

at the 214th General Assembly in Columbus, 
Ohio. A number of other members were also 
present, some as commissioners and most as 
observers. The main events of the Assembly 
have been reported in Presbyterians Today and 
in the Presbyterian Outlook. This report is con-
fi ned to items of particular interest to PASTCF 
members.

 Overture 02-32
Thanks to the initiative of PASTCF member 

Richard Carpenter and the session of Olivet 
Presbyterian Church, the Presbytery of the 
James sent Overture 02-32 to the General 
Assembly dealing with science and faith. GA 
Commissioner George Beran, who is also a 
PASTCF member, served on the GA Confessions 
and Christology Committee that considered the 
overture, and did his best to get the committee 
to approve it. In the end, the committee voted 
to “refer” the Overture to the Offi ce of Theology 
and Worship, with comment. The full Assem-
bly approved the Committee recommendation, 
resulting in the following action:

Comment: It is suggested that the General 
Assembly Council, Offi ce of Theology and 
Worship

1. Develop a theological statement and study 
guides on the relationship among biblical revela-
tion, the essential tenets of the Reformed faith, 
and the contemporary scientifi c understanding 
of nature, including contemporary scientifi c 
understandings of such matters as the origin, 
physical development, and ordering of the uni-
verse; the origin of life and the process of bio-
logical evolution; the nature and responsibility of 
humankind in Creation; the psychosomatic unity 
of the mind-soul-body in life and after death; 
and how understanding these relationships can 
expand our awe of God’s created universe and 
deepen our faith.

2. Engage Presbyterian scientists, science 
educators, non-scientists, local pastors, and 
seminary faculty in the development of the 
statement.

3. Draw upon established scientifi c expertise 
on the various scientifi c topics to be addressed 
in the statement.

4. Include in its fi nal report recommendations 
on how this statement might be incorporated 
into the ministry and witness of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.).

5. Report progress on the development of 
this statement to the 215th General Assembly 
(2003) and each subsequent assembly until the 
task is completed.

The original language of the overture 
instructed rather than suggested that the Offi ce 
of Theology and Worship do this work. Because 
of the change in language, the overture will prob-
ably receive low priority.

Commissioners Resolution 02-17
PASTCF members, including Gail Neal, 

were also behind Commissioners Resolution 
02-17, which was referred to the GA Christian 
Education and Publications Committee. After 
being amended in Committee, the Resolution 
read as follows:

That the 214th General Assembly (2002):
1. Reaffi rms that God is Creator, in accor-

dance with the witness of Scripture and the 
Reformed Confessions.

2. Reaffi rms that there is no contradiction 
between an evolutionary theory of human origins 
and the doctrine of God as Creator.

3. Encourages State Boards of Education 
across the nation to establish standards for sci-
ence education in Public Schools based on the 
most reliable content of scientifi c knowledge as 
determined by the scientifi c community.

4. Calls upon Presbyterian scientists and sci-
ence educators to assist congregations, presbyter-
ies, communities and the public to understand 
what constitutes reliable content of scientifi c 
knowledge.

The General Assembly approved this fi nal 
version by a vote of 350 for, 150 
against, and 9 abstentions.

During the debate commis-
sioners were reminded that in 
1969 the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church (US) approved 
a theological statement on evolu-
tion, the conclusion of which begins 
“Neither Scripture, our Confession 
of Faith, nor our Catechisms, teach 
the Creation of man by the direct 
and immediate acts of God so as to 
exclude the possibility of evolution 
as a scientifi c theory.” This earlier 
statement was discussed in the 
article “What About Evolution?” in 
the May 2000 issue of SciTech†. This 
article is available as a reprint from 
the PASTCF Secretary/Treasurer.

PASTCF Luncheon:
There was hardly a vacant seat at the annual 

luncheon sponsored by PASTCF. This year’s 
speaker was outgoing PASTCF President Jim 
Miller. His address was outstanding, and was very 
warmly received. Its text is published elsewhere 
in this issue of SciTech†. Before the luncheon 
there were several presentations, including the 
presentation of the Charter to the newly formed 
Rocky Mountain Chapter of PASTCF received 
on behalf of the Chapter by John Schuler, the 
presentation of a certifi cate of appreciation to 
Jim Miller by Dr. Joseph Small, on behalf of 
the Congregational Ministries Division of the 
PC(USA), and presentation of certifi cates for 
persons recognized under the Daniel W. Martin 
“Science as a Christian Vocation” program. Of 
the three individuals recognized this year, only 
Aubrey Briggs was able to be present in person. 
The certifi cate for James Bidlack was received 
on his behalf by his pastor. Arrangements are 
being made for Patrick Magee to receive his 
certifi cate at another time.

PASTCF Booth:
As usual, the PASTCF booth in the exhibit 

hall received a lot of attention. Almost everybody 
who stopped was affi rmative about our mission. 
Copies of both the February and May issues of 
SciTech† were available, along with almost every 
item that is available through the Resource 
Catalog (available from the Secretary/Treasurer). 
Almost fi ve hundred brochures were picked up. 
Jim Miller and Derek Pursey staffed the booth 
for all but the fi nal day, when PASTCF member 
Bob Keefer took over. All three report that they 
had many fruitful conversations.

214th General Assembly
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By Derek Pursey

The Reverend Dr. James B. Miller, immediate 
past President of PASTCF, has been involved 
with the science and religion dialogue for over 

twenty years. Probably nobody else within the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) can match Miller’s 
breadth of experience in and knowledge of 
the whole fi eld of religion and science. At the 
PASTCF-sponsored luncheon at the 214th 
General Assembly, the Reverend Joseph Small 
presented him with a certifi cate of appreciation 
on behalf of the Congregational Ministries Divi-
sion of the PCUSA.

The fi rst three years of Miller’s undergradu-
ate work were in an engineering program. Even 
after completing his divinity degree at Union 
Theological Seminary, he continued his interest 
in technology by working for several years, fi rst 
as an administrative aide and then as a teaching 
technician, in the Department of Engineering 
Mechanics at North Carolina State University. 
He then worked for a few years for the Synod 
of North Carolina of the Presbyterian Church 
(US), before becoming a campus pastor in 
northern Michigan. After Michigan, he earned 
a Ph.D. in Systematic Theology at Marquette 
University with a dissertation explor-
ing some theological implications of 
contemporary science. After complet-
ing his doctorate, he became Director 
of the Campus Ministry of Pittsburgh 
for twelve years, and then accepted a 
position as Senior Program Associate 
for the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science (AAAS) pro-
gram of Dialogue on Science, Ethics, 
and Religion.

In his position at AAAS, Miller 
has organized many conferences and 
symposia, in the process getting to 
know scientists and leaders in many 
religions, not just within the Chris-
tian tradition. He has edited several 
volumes of conference/symposium 

proceedings for AAAS, and he has written a 
number papers and made many presentations 
during his career.

An overture from Mackinac Presbytery in 
Michigan, which Miller helped draft, led to 
the formation of a Task Force on Theology and 
Cosmology in 1983 on which Miller served. He 
contributed a lengthy paper to the Consultation 
on the Church and Contemporary Cosmology 
that was the culmination of the Task Force’s 
work, and he co-edited the proceedings (along 
with Kenneth McCall, the Task Force chair and 
fi rst President of PASTCF), published in 1990 
by Carnegie-Mellon University Press.

Miller also served on the Work Group on 
Christian Faith, Science and Technology that was 
formed in 1988 in response to a recommendation 
from the Task Force on Theology and Cosmology. 
One of the initiatives of the Work Group was a 
series of weeklong seminars at Ghost Ranch (a 
Presbyterian conference center in New Mexico) 
on issues of science and faith. These were orga-
nized and co-led by Miller and the Reverend Dr. 
Barbara A. Pursey. The series lasted for four years, 
beginning in 1991, and was very well received. 
Topics ranged from cosmology to evolution, with 
a different topic each year.

Towards the end of the Work Group’s exis-
tence, the Ecumenical Round Table on Science 
Technology and the Church was formed as a 
forum for science/faith initiatives in various 
Christian denominations to share their experi-
ences. Although Miller did not initiate the Round 
Table, he played a signifi cant role in it from the 
beginning. In particular, every year he has coor-
dinated the Ecumenical Round Table booth in 
the exhibit hall of the AAAS Annual Meeting. 
Under his management, this booth expanded 
to double-size, providing display space for a 
number of religious bodies in addition to the 
denominational groups that make up the Round 
Table. This leads to interesting and constructive 
dialogues with scientists of many religions and 
of no religion.

The Presbyterian Association on Science, 
Technology and the Christian Faith (PASTCF) 
was formed in 1992 as a membership organiza-
tion to continue the work of the Work Group on 
Christian Faith, Science and Technology. Miller 
was Secretary and Treasurer of PASTCF from 
its formation through 1998, and President for 
two terms thereafter. His second term as Presi-
dent fi nished at the end of the 214th General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) in 

June 2002.
First as Secretary/Treasurer and later 

as President, Miller wrote many pieces 
for SciTech†, represented PASTCF before 
committees of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA), drafted overtures on science 
and faith to come before the General 
Assembly, organized a display booth at 
each General Assembly, and organized 
a PASTCF-sponsored luncheon for 
delegates to the Assembly. As President, 
he signed a covenant agreement between 
PASTCF and the Congregational Minis-
tries Division of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA), stimulated the PASTCF Board 
into proposing a major fi ve-year develop-
ment plan, and skillfully guided the Board 
during its development.

James B. Miller Honored at General Assembly

Joe Small presents certifi cate of appreciation to Jim Miller
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