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By Jim Miller
PASTCF Development Officer

In the fall of 2003 the Presbyterian Association 
on Science, Technology, and the Christian 
Faith launched the Jeremiah Fund campaign 

in support of an effort to develop the association’s 
programmatic and financial base, to enable it 
to be a more effective resource to the life of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) in the 21st century. 
The campaign was inspired by the scriptural 
account of Jeremiah’s actions just prior to the 
fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonians.

As Jerusalem was about to fall, Jeremiah did 
an unthinkable thing. He paid taxes in order 
to retain family property in Jerusalem. It was 
a sign of hope, a sign — an embodied word 
— not simply a prophecy of better times in the 
future. It was at once a small and risky thing yet 
a concrete powerful witness of confidence in the 
promise of God’s covenant with the people of 
Israel. ( Jeremiah 32.6-12)

The Jeremiah campaign was initiated as a 
sign of hope, a risky investment of a relatively 
small number of members in the potential of 
the Presbyterian Church (USA) to be a faithful, 
astute, and effective witness to and participant 
in God’s gracious creation of the world.

To date more than 50 members of the 
association have pledged more than $30,000 in 
this campaign. The Board of Directors decided 
to begin using these resources to strengthen 

the association’s contribution to the PCUSA, 
especially at the grassroots. To this end, we are 
announcing a series of mission development 
grants for the next three years beginning in 
January 2007.

A maximum of 10 grants up to $1,000 per 
grant will be made each year. The purposes of 
the grants will be twofold: (1) to stimulate and 
initiate ongoing congregational reflection on 
the significance of contemporary scientific and 
technological development for the worship, 
education and mission of the local congrega-
tion; and (2) to recruit a minimum of five new 
PASTCF members per grant.

All members of PASTCF are eligible to apply 
for a grant in the name of their congregation. 
The grant will be awarded to the applicant’s con-
gregation for administration. Grant applications 
must contain the following elements:

•	 A clear and detailed description of the project 
to be undertaken. Projects could include a 
series of lectures, an ongoing congregational 
seminar, an activity related to worship, con-
gregational education, or mission.

•	 A clear indication of the congregation’s 
commitment to the project. This could be in 
the form of an endorsement by the session 
or pastoral leadership.

•	 Contact information for the person submit-
ting the proposal and a person who will be 
designated by the session or pastoral leader-

ship to serve as liaison to PASTCF.

•	 A clear description of how the project will 
be continued, or its accomplishments built 
upon, beyond the period of the grant.

•	 A detailed budget for the project indicating 
any additional support from non-PASTCF 
sources that will be used in the project.

Forms that can be used to submit proposals are 
provided on the PASTCF website in .pdf or .doc 
format or they may be obtained by email requests 
sent to me at <jmiller1776@gmail.com>.

All project proposals for 2007 should be 
received by March 1, 2007. Proposals will be 
reviewed by the PASTCF Board of Directors 
and awardees will be notified as soon as pos-
sible. Complete proposals should be sent either 
by email attachment to <jmiller1776@gmail.
com> or by postal mail to Jim Miller, 917 Forest 
Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15202-1117.=

Grant applications should contain all of the 
following information:

•	 Title of Project
•	 Person Submitting Proposal (include 

address, phone, and email)
•	 Presbytery
•	 Congregation
•	 Name of Congregational Liaison  (include 

address, phone, and email)
•	 Detailed Project Description
•	 Detailed Budget

Jeremiah Grants
Funds Available for Local Projects

WHY THE DELAY?

In November 1993, Daniel W. Martin, found-
ing editor of SciTech† and vice president of 

PASTCF, wrote an editorial he called “Why 
the Delay?” He explained and apologized to 
PASTCF members for “the extreme delay” 
between issues of SciTech† that year. In those 
early years, the newsletter was published every 
4-5 months but in 1993 there was nearly a 

seven-month lapse between issues. Dan apolo-
gized for being “overcommitted, understaffed, 
and unexpectedly and temporarily overcome by 
personal crisis conditions.”

When I took over the editorial duties in 1997 
I knew it would be hard to consistently publish 
the longer and more frequent issues desired by 
the Board. Longtime readers of SciTech† know 
that only occasionally do issues actually arrive 

as intended in February, May, August, and 
November. But I did not anticipate a “perfect 
storm” of professional and personal issues to 
create another seven-month lapse.

So, in the spirit of my esteemed predeces-
sor, I apologize and will redouble my efforts to 
publish the newsletter and manage the website 
that PASTCF needs and deserves.=

— DWMcI.
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President’s Corner	 By    Derek Pursey 	  	

The past year has been difficult on the financial front. Prob-
ably because there was no General Assembly in 2005, 
we recruited fewer new members than usual. Meanwhile 

membership has suffered attrition as some members die, 
some drop out because of changed circumstances, and others’ 
interests have changed.

The financial troubles of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
have also had their effect. In earlier years, we could rely on a 
grant of $2,500 per year from the denomination. In 2005 we 
received only $500. PASTCF is far from being bankrupt, but 
our operating fund is low, with significant additional expenses 
anticipated before the end of 2006. The Board has made a 
number of cost-saving decisions, but it is too early to know 
whether they will be enough. There is a real danger that we 
may have to cut back significantly on some of our program 
activities. Nevertheless we achieved much during the past year, 
and have exciting things planned for the future.

Since there was no General Assembly last year, we orga-
nized a mini-conference at Chevy Chase Presbyterian Church 
in September and held the statutory annual meeting at that 
time. Although attendance was less than hoped, this was a 
stimulating and valuable event. Jim Miller and I shared the 
speaking responsibilities. Both addresses have been published 
in SciTech†. In 2007 we shall organize another mini-confer-
ence, probably in Denver.

We have managed to keep publishing high quality issues 
of SciTech†. I hear compliments about it from many people. 
Even the owner of the print shop that produces the final copy 
tells me that he always reads it. Others have told me that they 
read it cover to cover as soon as they receive it. 

Bill McIvor has developed the web site, <www.pastcf.org>, 
into a very useful resource. I have it set up as my home page. 
Most new members this year have joined PASTCF as a result 
of the web. Bill intends to improve it soon — that is, when he 
isn’t kept too busy with his full-time calling as pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church in Sudbury Massachusetts.

We recognized four more outstanding science and 
engineering professionals this year in the Daniel W. Martin 
“Science as a Christian Vocation” program. These are nuclear 
and systems engineer Dr. Randall Erickson from Los Alamos 
National Laboratory, Ronald Lee Jenkins a biology professor 
at Samford University in Birmingham AL, Dr. Brian Scully, 
director of the University of Florida’s Institute of Food and 
Agricultural Sciences, and Dr. James H. Shelhamer, Deputy 
Chief of the Critical Care Medical Department at the National 
Institutes of Health in Washington, DC. 

Barb and Derek Pursey were featured speakers at the 
June 2005 conference of the Association of Retired Ministers, 
their Spouses, and Survivors. Barb offered a workshop at the 
February 2006 meeting of the Presbyterian Association of 
Church Educators, where we also had a booth in the exhibit 
hall. Barb and Derek led a week-long seminar on God Talk in 
an Age of Science at the Ghost Ranch Abiquiu campus from July 
31-August 6 this year. Board member Margaret Towne spoke 

group in Dover, Pennsylvania during the “Intelligent Design” 
trial there. She has also had other speaking engagements, and 
regularly teaches on science and faith in her church and at 
UNLV in Las Vegas. Margaret’s book, Honest to Genesis, is 
a wonderful resource for churches just beginning to get into 
issues of science and faith, especially in relation to evolution. 
Jim Miller gives many presentations. 

Other PASTCF members have been busy too, although 
we don’t always hear from them. Here are four I know about. 
Rev. Dr. Byron Bangert has published a book on theological 
ethics titled Consenting to God and Nature, the 55th volume 
in the prestigious Princeton Theological Monograph series. 
Rev. Duane Hix taught a class on Modern Science and the 
Christian Faith: Strangers, Enemies or Partners? at the Synod 
of Lakes and Prairies Synod School in July. The Rev. Dr. Wil-
liam R. Clough was awarded the 2005 David Morsey Award 
for Best Biblical Exegesis for his article “The Word and the 
World,” published in Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies, Vol. 
XVII No.1/2, 2005: 1-25. Board member Wes McCoy and 
PASTCF member George Stickel were honored as science 
educator heroes at a special session for high school teachers 
at the 2006 meeting of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science.

After a lapse of a few years, we joined with our ecumenical 
partners in sponsoring a booth at the annual meeting of the 
AAAS. Ken McCall, the first President of PASTCF, staffed 
the booth. Attendees at this meeting were more open than 
in past years to listening to the concerns of people of faith. 
Our share of costs for the booth and for Ken’s expenses were 
paid out of the special fund to support PASTCF presence at 
AAAS, not from the PASTCF operating fund.

The PASTCF chapters have also been active. The 
Rocky Mountain Chapter sponsored an address by Holmes 
Rolston in Denver in May 2005. The Central Iowa Chapter 
organized a series of lectures by John Haught in Ames in 
October 2005, and is planning another major event in April 
2007. The Gaithersburg Chapter helped organize last fall’s 
mini-conference.

We have long felt the need for a PASTCF speakers’ bureau. 
This is now in the works, under the leadership of Board 
Member Bob Keefer. At present, he is seeking names of people 
who are able and willing speak to the main issues of the sci-
ence/faith dialogue, consistent with the overall stated mission 
of PASTCF. Once a speakers’ bureau is established, people 
will be made aware of potential speakers in their area.

The Board decided to spend some of the money raised 
through the Jeremiah Campaign. Jim Miller described this 
in the May 2006 issue of SciTech†. Jeremiah funds will be 
used as seed money to support special initiatives to boast 
PASTCF in a local area and at the same time have potential 
for recruiting new members. For example, a special event 
might be designed to help a local chapter grow, or perhaps 
to initiate a new chapter. It is not intended that the money 
be used to support ongoing programs.=

Progress and Challenge
From the President’s Report at the 2006 Annual Meeting
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In Formation: A PASTCF Speakers Bureau
Have you given a class, speech, or lecture on a topic in science, technology, 
and Christian faith? Do you want to consider being listed in a directory 
of PASTCF members who are available to speak on these topics? At its 

April meeting, the PASTCF Board decided to explore the formation of 
a Speakers Bureau as a service that our Association can provide to the 
church and the culture. If you are interested, please email Bob Keefer at 
rkeefer@iowatelecom.net for more information.
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Could a world evolve without sin?	s t  Re 	

By the Reverend Robert A. Keefer
PASTCF Board Member

Inspired by the release of the first movie in 
the Chronicles of Narnia series, The Lion, the 
Witch, and the Wardrobe, I pulled out my Sci-

ence Fiction Book Club edition of C. S. Lewis’ 
“Space Trilogy” and reread it. A good, quick 
read, the stories intriguingly combine Christian 
tradition and Arthurian mythology. The sing-
ing of the eldila at the conclusion of Perelandra, 
the second book of the trilogy, is particularly 
engaging to one who loves Christian hymnody 
and poetry.

But the novels assume the possibility of a 
world without original sin. In the second book, 
a tempter appears in order to try to convince the 
First Female of the planet Venus that she should 
disobey and urge her male counterpart to do the 
same. It is not these echoes of Genesis 3 that I 
wish to address, but the echo of an Augustinian 
assumption that it is possible for an intelligent 
species to live, learn, and grow in perfect, peaceful 
harmony with other members of the same species 
and other species in the same world.

Searching to see if others had already writ-
ten on the subject, I found an engaging online 
conversation about Perelandra and the ques-
tion of C. S. Lewis’ acceptance of evolutionary 
theory. That question is not my concern here. 
That which does concern me I could not find, 
and I am writing this opinion piece in the hope 
of either stimulating a conversation or hearing 
from others who know about who has reflected 
on my question. If intelligent life on a planet is 
the product of divine special creation, then there 
is no doubt that innocence of sin can and, I sus-
pect, necessarily would accompany its creation. A 
“Fall” such as Augustine reads out of Genesis 3 
and that shadows Perelandra would be a real but 
avoidable threat. But since intelligent life is the 
product of a long evolutionary struggle, “original 
righteousness” in the sense we usually mean it is 
impossible. In the struggle to survive and repro-
duce, the evolution of intelligence presupposes 
the intraspecies and interspecies competition 
over resources and over sexual partners that are 
fundamental to natural selection.

Thus, by the time a species evolves sufficient 
intelligence to hear and respond to the Word of 
God, it already has a history of competition and 
aggression, as well as cooperation and probably 
altruism. This is not remarkable to say. Chris-
tians who take evolution seriously have already 
concluded that we are sinners not because Adam 
and Eve ate a piece of fruit but because those 
internal predispositions and external behaviors 
have been among the tools of our survival. That 
we are sinners, that God demands we do better, 
and that our future survival apparently demands 

we do better, do not deny the fact that we evolved 
and that in this world’s environment we had to 
evolve the way we did.

My question is, could another species in 
another world evolve without original sin? What 
if the green humans of Lewis’ Perelandra evolved, 
without competition between them, without the 
intentional killing of any member of any other 
animal species? Is such a thing possible? If there 
is an evolutionary biologist out there reading 
these words, please tell me. For now, at least, I 
suggest it is not possible, for two reasons.

First, the laws of physics are not sublunary; 

they are the same everywhere as they are on Earth. 
The process of natural selection depends upon 
its underlying physics, does it not? Evolution 
on another world would not necessarily produce 
intelligence that is mammalian, certainly it would 
not be expected to look like us, but would the pro-
cess use any other natural laws than the ones we 
know? Would not species compete for resources 
and would not those most fit for the environ-
ment survive and reproduce, so that the species 
in which intelligence emerges would bear within 
it the legacy of competition and aggression that 
fostered its survival and reproduction? I suspect 
it would also bear the legacy of cooperation and 
altruism that have been significant for the survival 
and reproduction of species on Earth. With the 
legacy of competition and aggression that are part 
of its biological and cultural evolution, members 
of such a species would, therefore, be sinners. 
This legacy would be encoded in their DNA. 
It would be constituent of each individual from 
origin, which is one of the classical meanings of 
the doctrine of original sin.

My second reason for believing that the evo-
lution of another intelligent species on another 
world would produce one just as sinful as we are 
is that God is the same everywhere. As I read 
scripture, Earth is neither favored nor disfavored. 
God would hardly desire that our world would 
produce creatures in the divine image that are 
less free to respond to God’s yearning for us than 
would another world’s creatures in the divine 
image. That is, would God’s creative process 
make some races more bound by sin, others less 
so? I think not.

The science fiction that I most enjoy takes 
Christianity and religious faith seriously along 
with evolution. That is, other species are neither 
more aggressive nor more altruistic than we 
are. But I have not yet found this assumption 
discussed theologically: that physics is the same 
everywhere, as is the process of natural selec-
tion, that sin is the same everywhere so that the 
need for redemption is the same everywhere. I 
will always enjoy Out of the Silent Planet and its 
sequels, but unlike other science fiction I enjoy, 
I cannot take seriously the possible existence of 
Malacandra or Perelandra.=
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Improvisational jazz	  	

By Jim Miller
PASTCF Development Officer

Genesis 1.26-27 is one of the most cultur-
ally significant and conceptually mysteri-
ous passages in all of scripture. By virtue of 

apparently vesting human beings with a status 
in creation to have dominion over the Earth 
and its creatures, it has been taken as not only a 
justification for but a mandate for human tech-
nological activity in the world. As a colleague of 
mine has put it, this passage (and that in Psalm 
8.5-8) depicts humanity as standing “10 feet 
above creation.”

Yet this is a very mysterious passage. First, 
it refers to God in the plural: “let us make 
humanity in our image.” Now Christians have 
traditionally read the Trinity into 
this plural reference, but certainly 
that was not what was in the mind 
of the Priestly authors of this text 
more than five centuries before the 
birth of Jesus.

Over the years some Christians 
have suggested the “image of God” 
refers to the human capacity for 
reason; others, to human creativity; 
still others, to the human capacity for 
agape love. But the truth is that we 
do not have the foggiest idea what 
the writer of Gen. 1.26-27 actually 
had in mind.

However, for Christians the 
primary place where the “image of 
God” is defined is not in Genesis but 
in Jesus as the Christ, as the “Word 
made flesh.” In the opening chapter 
of the Gospel of John we read:

In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things 
came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being in 
him was life, and the life was the 
light of all people. The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not overcome it. … He was in 
the world, and the world came into 
being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. He came to what was 
his own, and his own people did not 

accept him. But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, who were born, not of blood or 
of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but 
of God. And the Word became flesh and lived 
among us … ( John 1.1-5, 10-14a)

As the Priestly authors of Genesis 1.1f 
adapted an existing Middle Eastern cosmology 
for their theological purposes, so similarly John 
adapted a Greek theo/philosophical tradition 
of the Word — logoß — (logos) to express the 
relationship between God and Jesus and the 
whole creation, including us.

The Logos might be understood as the 
intention of God for creation. We, as Christians, 
affirm that Jesus is the Christ, the Word of God 
made flesh — the Word made fully concrete 

in creation and history. As such, Jesus is our 
revelatory paradigm, the one whom we proclaim 
in faith to be the full embodiment of God in a 
particular place and time.

But, all of creation might be said to have 
the potential of being Christ-like, including 
ourselves. For God has an intention of all of 
creation in every part and as a whole. The French 
Jesuit paleontologist, Teilhard de Chardin, once 
wrote: “By virtue of the Creation, and still more 
the Incarnation, nothing here below is profane 
for those who know how to see.” If to bear the 
image of God is to embody God’s intention, then 
the “image of God” is not a kind of status but is 
instead a task and a responsibility.

Three times in the opening chapter of 
Genesis (1.11, 1.20, and 1.24) God calls upon 

one element of creation to participate 
in bringing forth the next element. 
And that new element is not just a 
multiplication of what already exists 
but is an enrichment, an increase in 
diversity and complexity.

J.B.S. Haldane, the evolutionary 
biologist and population geneticist, 
once quipped that God must have 
an inordinate love of beetles because 
God created so many different kinds 
of them. If we look at the evolutionary 
history of the universe, God’s creative 
intention seems at least to be one of 
the dynamic manifestation of rich 
complexity in wholeness. The process 
of divine creation seems less like the 
construction of a world according 
to a preexistent blueprint than an 
improvisational jazz jam session in 
which more and more musicians are 
invited to play.

The goal of creation seems not to 
be a particular arrangement of parts but 
rather the fulfillment of a quality for 
the whole at every stage of develop-
ment. We Christians have named that 
quality love. The creation of the world 
then is a making concrete of God’s 
intention, of God’s Word becoming 
flesh, an ongoing and ever enriching 
incarnation of divine love.

This is the image into which we 
are being created. May we joyfully 
respond to God’s call to participate 
in that creation.=

  
 

         
       

       
      

         
       

        
       

        
       

     
      

      
         

        
        

   
       
     

        
      

         
      

      
        

     
         

        
      

      
        

       
        

        
        

     
        

       
       
       

       
       

       
       

        
         

          
        

          
         

    

        
     

     
       

       

       
     

    
      
     

     
    

    
      

     
     

       
      

     
      

This is a photograph of a painting entitled “Imago Dei” by Ina Wuite 
of Meppel, Netherlands. Reprinted by permission. This grayscale 
reproduction does not adequately capture its impact. The color photo 
may be viewed at www.flickr.com/photos/i#2F48645.

    

              
             
            

         

Made in the Image of God
A Reflection
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Chorale Presbytérienne du Congo sang as part of 
the gathering and again during the distribution 
of the communion elements. The whole service 
was a glorious celebration full of symbolism, 
punctuated by liturgical dance.=
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By Derek Pursey
PASTCF President

A s usual, PASTCF had a booth in the Exhibit 
Hall at the recent 217th General Assembly. 
Derek and Barb Pursey staffed this with 

assistance from Board members Margaret Towne 
and Bob Keefer, as well as Harold Martin, the 
convener of the Central Iowa Chapter. There 
seemed to be fewer “observers” than usual at 
this General Assembly, leading to lighter traffic 
in the exhibit hall. Nevertheless, we had good 
conversations with a number of people. Recent 
well-publicized controversies over attempts to 
include “Intelligent Design” theory into public 
high school science curricula may have gener-
ated increased interest in our booth. As at the 
last General Assembly two years ago, we had 
no divider between our booth and our neighbor, 
Presbyterians for Restoring Creation.

In part due to an unfortunate unintended 
conflict with Presbyterians for Restoring Cre-
ation, attendance at our luncheon was less than 
usual. Nevertheless about fifty people were 
in attendance to hear the Rev. Dr. William J. 
Carl III, President of Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary, speak on “Brains, Bodies, Beliefs 
and Behavior.” Dr. Carl gave a very stimulating 
address, accompanied by PowerPoint slides. 
After giving a quick tour of the various parts 
of the brain and their functions, he contrasted 
the ancient Greek dualistic understanding that 
distinguished between body (including the brain) 
and soul with the Old Testament concept of 
nephesh. Dr. Carl emphasized that in Hebrew 
thought nephesh included all aspects of a human 
being, understood to be an indivisible whole. In 
Dr. Carl’s view, nephesh understood in this way 
is more compatible with contemporary neurosci-
ence that the traditional western dualism, as well 
as being closer to the Biblical understanding. 
He advocates that both the medical profession 
and the Christian community adopt this holistic 
understanding.

The recipients of this year’s Daniel W. 
Martin “Science as a Christian Vocation” awards 
were recognized before Dr. Carl’s address. Derek 
presented certificates to Dr. Ronald Lee Jenkins 
of Birmingham AL, to Dr. James H. Shelhamer 
of Washington DC, and to the Rev. Dr. Gary 
Cecil in proxy for Dr. Brian Scully of Royal Palm 
Beach FL. Dr. Randall Erickson of Los Alamos 
NM, was unable to be present in person or by 
proxy. A future issue of SciTech† will have personal 
statements from the Martin awardees.

As is customary in years with a General 
Assembly, the PASTCF Annual Meeting 
convened immediately after the luncheon. 
This issue’s President’s Column is based on 
the President’s Report presented at the Annual 
Meeting.

None of the business at this year’s 
General Assembly bore directly on 
PASTCF concerns. However we 
cannot let this report pass without men-
tioning the glorious worship services, 
shared with sister denominations the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church and 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
in America. As always, the worship 
highlight was the communion service 
on the Saturday evening. The Presby-
tery of Sheppards and Lapsley, the host 
presbytery for the Assembly, has strong 
mission connections with the Congo. 
It was therefore appropriate that the 

             
        

          
    

PASTCF at the General Assembly

The Rev. Joan Gray, Moderator of the General Assembly, the Rev. Mindy Acton, Associate 
Pastor of New Hope Cumberland Presbyterian Church in Birmingham, and the Rev. Theodis 
Acklin, Stated Clerk of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America, co-celebrating Holy 
Communion.

A visitor to the PASTCF booth talks with Barb Pursey.
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ld a w  ld e e with t si 	Books to Review	
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Consenting to God and Nature: Towards a Theo-
centric, Naturalistic, Theological Ethics by Byron 
C. Bangert. (Pickwick Publications, 2006; ISBN: 
1597525243) Dr. Bangert’s book asks two central 
questions. How can we think and speak with 
integrity about God as One who 
is active in human affairs and the 
world? What is the character of 
God’s activity in the world, and 
how are we to relate and respond 
to this activity? As the book’s title 
indicates, he claims that a proper 
engagement in theological ethics 
requires both consenting to God 
(the One with whom we ultimately 
have to do) and consenting to nature 
(hugely determinative of the limits 
and possibilities of human life and all 

For a generally interesting weekly dose of science-related conversation, listen 
to NPR’s Science Friday. Or, if listening to the radio every Friday is hard to 
manage, check out the podcasts (www.sciencefriday.com/audio/scifriaudio.
xml). Two recent podcasts related particularly to some of these books and the 
science-faith conversation. Science Friday interviewed Richard Dawkins on 
October 6, 2006 and jointly interviewed Francis Collins and Owen Gingerich 
on August 4, 2006. Both interviews are worth a listen.

Got Books?
SciTech† would you like to receive reviews of any or all of these 

recent books relating to faith and science.
Send submissions c/o editor Bill McIvor to <bill@pastcf.org>.

God’s Universe by Owen Gingerich (Belknap Press 2006; ISBN: 
0674023706) Astronomer Owen Gingerich, interviewed by SciTech† in May 
2005, believes in a designed universe but is not particularly impressed with 
so-called Intelligent Design. His book balances the Copernican principle 
that intelligent life isn’t exceptional in the universe against the Darwinian 
emphasis on the uniqueness of life on Earth. He argues that Intelligent 
Design and “evolution as materialist philosophy” are both “ideologies.” 
Gingerich also asks “questions without answers” to point at different, 
irreconcilable concerns of physics as opposed to metaphysics, science as 
opposed to religion. Owen Gingerich is senior astronomer emeritus at 
the Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory and research professor of 
astronomy and of the history of science at Harvard University.

The God Delusion by Richard Dawkins (Houghton Mifflin, 2006; 
ISBN: 0618680004) Professor Dawkins’ groundbreaking book, 
The Selfish Gene, is currently being released in a 30th anniversary 
edition. It reshaped the field of evolutionary biology by arguing that 
evolution played out at the level of the gene itself, not the individual 
animal. But in The God Delusion Dawkins deals not with biology but 
religion, both general and particular — fundamentalist Christianity 
and Islam come in for the most opprobrium. Dawkins claims that 
the vast majority of scientists are atheists, albeit many are “closeted,” 
and that only being a seeker of truth motivates his attack on religion. 
He argues that the biblical Yahweh is “psychotic,” Aquinas’s proofs of 
God’s existence are “fatuous,” and religion generally is “nonsense.” Richard 
Dawkins is Charles Simonyi Professor for the Public Understanding of 
Science at Oxford University.

The Language of God 
by Francis Col-
lins (Free Press, 
2 0 0 6 ;  I S B N : 
0 7 4 3 2 8 6 3 9 1 )  
Geneticist Col-
lins adapted his 
book’s title from 
President Clin-
ton’s remarks 
announcing 
completion of 

the first phase of the Human Genome Project 
in 2000: “Today we are learning the language 
in which God created life.” Collins explains 
that as a Christian believer, “the experience of 
sequencing the human genome, and uncover-
ing this most remarkable of all texts, was both a 
stunning scientific achievement and an occasion 
of worship.” Collins conversion from atheism 
to Christianity was much influenced by C.S. 
Lewis’ Mere Christianity. Writing for both 
fellow scientists and fellow believers, Collins 
asserts that “science is not threatened by God; 
it is enhanced” and “God is most certainly not 
threatened by science; He made it all possible.” 
Francis Collins is a geneticist and director of the 
National Human Genome Research Institute of 
the National Institutes of Health.

existence). PASTCF member Byron Bangert 
is Research Associate at the Poynter Center for 
the Study of Ethics and American Institutions 
at Indiana University in Bloomington and also 
an ordained Presbyterian minister.
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This picture of the 1970 Virginia total solar eclipse was taken by 
PASTCF member Glenn R. Showalter. It is an excellent example of the 
“diamond ring” effect. Mr. Showalter is a professional photographer. 
The picture is reprinted with his permission.

Haiku
by Derek Pursey

Someone calls for a haiku
saying why I care

for God as well as science.

Technology dominates.
Science is our God.

We love it, it loves not us.

“Miracles of Science,” claims
Du Pont Chemical.

Does God deserve some credit?

God created all things well.
Science works out how.

Church deems this of no import.

Medieval images
fill our liturgies.

We are not medieval.

C reator God, how great is this universe that you have formed 
and called good. You have granted our scientists insight into its 
marvels, from the incomprehensibly small to the unbelievably 

huge. We have gained knowledge of quarks and galaxies, viruses 
and whales, cosmic dust and black holes, brains and brawn, and 
on and on. Yet if we are honest, we confess that our understanding 
of how it all works falls far short of our ambition to know.

Redeemer God, we have eaten of the tree of knowledge. We have 
been seduced into dreaming that we can supplant you. We exploit 
nature for our own selfish ends, with no concern for its Creator. 
Forgive our hubris, Lord. Through our science you have shown 
us that we are mere specks on a planet orbiting one of a hundred 
billion stars in one of over a hundred billion galaxies. Grant us the 
humility that this should inspire. In your compassion, Lord, redeem 
us and bring us back to trust and love for you our creator.

Sustainer God, we may be puny on the scale of the universe, 
but you care for all of your creatures, however insignificant — for 
gnats and elephants, shrimp and condors, amoebas and ostriches, 
sparrows and people. You sustain them all. In the words of the 
hymn, “All I have needed Thy hand hath provided.” The feast that 
we see before us will satisfy our immediate need for nourishment. 
We thank you for it and for those who prepared it. Bless our meal, 
our time together, and our honored speaker. Relying on our savior 
Jesus Christ, we pray all this in his holy name. Amen

The convening prayer for the General Assembly luncheon 
of the Presbyterian Association on Science, Technology and 
the Christian Faith, June 20, 2006 by Dr. Derek Pursey, 
PASTCF President.

“ … for gnats and elephants … ”
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General Purpose: To challenge and assist the Presbyterian 

Church (USA), at all levels, to study, understand, discuss, and 

act on the implications of science and technology as they affect 

the theology, worship, practice, and moral actions of the church; 

and to challenge and assist Presbyterian scientists, engineers, 

and other technical professionals to study, understand, discuss, 

and act on the implications of the Reformed theological tradi-

tion for their scientific and technical vocations.

Objectives: (1) To provide for the exchange of ideas and 

information among the members and to develop programs 

as appropriate to the interest of the members and the needs 

of the church. (2) To assist the membership in providing 

leadership for educational opportunities in congregations 

and presbyteries and to encourage the formation of groups for 

study and action. (3) To recognize scientific and technological 

professions as expressions of Christian vocation. (4) To provide 

a national forum for discussion and exchange of ideas and 

information in the church. (5) To encourage Presbyterian 

educational institutions to provide educational opportunities 

for students and faculty and continuing education for pastors 

in the area of science, technology, and the Christian faith. (6) 

To cooperate with other Christian communities and associa-

tions with similar purposes. (7) To sponsor national, regional, 

or local conferences.

Presbyterian Association on Science, Technology, and the Christian Faith

President
Derek L. Pursey, Ph.D.

2930 Brueck Road, Dubuque, IA 52001
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Presbyterian Church (USA) Liaison (ex officio)
Rev. Charles Wiley, Ph.D.

100 Witherspoon Street, Louisville, KY 40217
(502) 569-5734 • cwiley@ctr.pcusa.org

Secretary-Treasurer
Rev. Barbara A. Pursey, Ph.D.

2930 Brueck Road, Dubuque, IA 52001
(563) 588-2644 • bapursey@mwci.net

Class of 2008
Rev. Charles R. Jenner
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