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International Conference Major

€vent in 1993

The major event and opportunity for PASTCF members in 1993 is the

International Ecumenical Conference on Science, Technology and the

Christian Faith, to be held July 26-29 at Concordia College, Moorhead,

MN. The conference is jointly sponsored and organized by the CHARIS

Ecumenical Center at Concordia
College and by the Ecumenical
Roundtable on Science and Reli-
gion in which we Presbyterians are
article on

participants (see

Roundtable).

Conference goals are to ex-
plore Christian faith questions aris-
ing from the impact of science and
technology upon everyday life; to
form personal relationships and
professional associations forexpand-
ing activity by individuals, congre-
gations and church organizations;
and to enhance personal involve-
ment in reflection and action on
questions of Christian faith, sci-
ence and technology.

The conference is intended to
be an overview, not pushing the
scholarly frontiers, but it will offer

as plenary speakers several national
and international leaders with ex-
pertise in the conference topic (see
list in box below). A full schedule
includes worship, biblical reflec-
tions, discussion sections, work-
shops, field trips, and participant
storytelling. This 1s a unique op-
portunity for PASTCF members.
Register now to attend in July, and
bring others interested in this im-
portant subject. (See information
box for details on cost and registra-
tion.) A meeting of PASTCF mem-
bers will be held during the confer-
ence on Wednesday evening, July
28. Members in that geographic
arca who are unable to attend the
conference will be welcome to at-
tend the Association meeting.t

Association
Theme

Bclicving that a theme would help
bring some focus to Association activi-
ties, the officers propose “Genetics:
Implications for Faith and Practice.”
For several reasons this secems an ap-
propriate theme.

1. An overture entitled “On Im-
plications of Genetic Research and the
Church’s Response” (90-76) was
adopted by the General Assembly in
1990 and assigned to the Work Group
on Faith, Science and Technology for
implementation. No funds were allo-
cated for the work, so the overture still
awaits response. The current financial
condition at General Assembly makes
it unlikely that funds will be available
soon. The Association might be able
to offer some response to the questions
and issues raised in the overture.

2. The U.S. Government and
many private corporationsand research
groups are involved in the Human
Genome Project, an attempt to iden-
tify and map the location of every gene
in the human body. The work is
proceeding at a rapid pace and impli-
cations for legal and medical pracice,
as well as the theological and moral
issues raised, are far-reaching.

3. Several groups in the church,
such as the Center for Theology and
the Natural Sciences, are working on
some of the theological and moral is-
sues. Thiswill provide a great resource
for use in the church. In addition,
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News ...

AAAS ond Science
and Religion

The relation of science to religion
was prominent in the February 11-16 pro-
gram of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science meeting in Bos-
ton. Our Secretary-Treasurer, Dr. James
B. Miller, chaired a February 14 session,
“Oil and Warer?
tions berween Science and Religion.” Dr.
Robert J. Russell of CTNS led a February
14 session on “Religious Significance of
Big Bang Cosmology.” Other sessions
included “What Is Life? Origin and Evo-
lution”; “The New Anrievolutionism”;
“Scientific Resources for a Global Reli-
gious Myth”; “Ethical and Religious Di-

mensions of Genertic Science and Medi-

Institutional Interac-

cine.” Therewasalsoaseminaron “Teach-
ing Ethics in Science and Engineering.”
Some news from AAAS 93 will appear in
the nexr issue.

Presbuterions Meet
in Chicago

One of the 143 issue groups that
emerged spontaneously during the Pres-
byterian Convocation, October 29-No-
vember 1, 1992 in Chicago was titled,
“Theology and Cosmology.” The Convo-
cation theme was, “Discerning the Spirit—
Envisioning Our Future.” Toward that
end this issue group noted “an emerging
paradigm in scientific thought which re-
quires new theological formulations and
religious applications.” Their objectives
called for informing scientists in appropri-
ate theology; helping Christian youth find
a relationship between Sunday school and
secular education; updating ministers and
seminarians on developingscientific views;
encouraging theologians to provide an
appropriate theology for the emerging sci-
entific paradigm; and informing Chris-
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tians in general of the scientific-theologi-
cal dialogue to help them integrate their
faith with their view of the world around
them. Theissue group recommended that
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) “vigor-
ously promote” the Association (PASTCF)
toward achieving these objectives.

General Assembly

Ourintention is to have a meeting of
the Association members in attendance at
General Assembly in Orlando, Floridaand
of members in the southeastern region, on
the evening of Thursday, June 3. Please
put this date on your calendar if your
attendance is possible. The next issue of
the Newsletter will give the place and
schedule.

Gratitude

Thanks to Regional Representative,
the Reverend D. William Mclvor, for pro-
duction and layout of chis issue, and to
Phyllis Burroughs of the Theology and
Worship Miniscry Unic for the distribu-
tion. [Note: the trial name for this news-
letter, SciTecht, is a suggestion of the pro-
ducrion assistant. Let your officers know
if you do or do nor like it.]

€cumenical
Roundtable on
Science and
Religion

Association Officers McCall, Mar-
tin, Millerand the Reverend Barbara Pursey
were Presbyterian representatives at the
annual Ecumenical Roundtable on Sci-
enceand Religion on October 16-18, 1992
at Mercy Center in Burlingame, CA.
United Church of Christ, Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, Episcopal
Church, United Merthodist Church, and
The Anglican Church of Canada were also

Roundtable continued on page 4
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Chairperson
Rev. Kenneth E. McCall, D.Min.
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Daniel W. Martin, PhD
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Secrerary-Treasurer
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Purpose and Objectives

The purpose of the Association is to challenge
and assist the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), at
alllevels, to study, debate, understand and acton
the implications of science and technology as
they impact the theology, worship, practice and

| moral actions of the church.

The objectives of the Association are:

e To provide for the exchange of ideas and

information among the members.

* Toassistits members: (a) to provide leadership

for educational opportunities in congregations

and presbyreries, and (b) to form local groups for

discussion of these implications.

» To provide a national forum for discussion and

exchange of ideas in the church.

* T'o sponsor national, regional or local confer-

ences.

* To encourage Presbyterian educational and

theological institutions to provide educational
i _opportunities for students in the area of science,

technology and the Christian faich.

* To cooperate with other religious communi-

ties and associations with comparable purposes.

| The Association is organized under the leader-
ship of the Work Group on Christian Faith,
Science and Technology of the Theology and
Worship Ministry Unit and has a covenant
relationship with the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) through that Unit. In addition to the
Officers of the Association, other members of
the Work Group are the Reverend Dr. Gaspar
Langella, Dr. Donald Myers, Dr. Margaret
Pinkston, and the Reverend Dr. Barbara Pursey.
The business of the Association will be con-
ducted by a Coordinating Council comprised of
sixteen regional representatives selected from
within the geographical Synods of the church
and the Officers of the Association.



In the Presbyteries

* The Presbytery of Charlorte’s Lay
School of Theology on February 27 will
hear Dr. Diogenes Allen of Princeton
Theological Seminary speak on “The Re-
lationship of Science and the Christian
Faith.” This Saturday program is spon-
sored by the presbytery’s Worship and
Theology Committee at Charlotte’s First
Presbyterian Church (Registration fee:
$5.00)

* The Presbyteryof the Northern Plains
on April 29-30 will hear Dr. Joseph Green
deliver the sermon “Science and Fairth:
Pointersto God,” which received our 1992
best sermon award, and was included in
our second sermon-essay book, Beyond
Dualism. A showing of the video, “Space,
Science and Spirituality,” will be followed
by a panel discussion involving representa-
tives from parish ministry, campus minis-
try, continuing education, medical cthics,
and college faculty. PASTCEF will be rep-
resented by President McCall and Re-
gional Representative, the Reverend Philip
Weiler.

* Colesville Presbyterian Church in
National Capital Presbytery in July 1992
had a series of sermons on great themes of
the Christian Faith. The first sermon, by
Marine Chaplain William R. Clough (con-
tributor to Beyond Dualism), wason “God,
the Creator,” linking faith (knowing the
Creator) with science (studying the cre-
ation). The Reverend Clough is organiz-
ing a group of Association members in the
Washington area.

* The Southfield Presbyterian
Church in the Detroit Presbytery recently
had Professor Howard Van Till of the
Calvin College physics department as a
speaker. Professor Van Till has been presi-
dent of American Scientific Affiliation, a
worldwide organization of scientists shar-
ing a common commitment to the Chris-

tian faich. T
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many books and other materials are al-
ready available and new information is
emerging in the press almost daily.

4. Many persons in congregations
are already facing some of the moral deci-
sions raised by this new knowledge. Many
more will be affected in the future.

For these and many other reasons,
we believe this theme would have wide-
spread interest and provide a way that
Association members could contribute to
the life of the church. Please send your
thoughts regarding this theme to our Presi-
dent, Reverend Kenneth E. McCall (ad-
dress on page 2).F

Membership Up

Our goal to reach a membership of
100 before the organizing meeting at Gen-
eral Assembly time last June in Milwaukee
was reached. In January 1993 the mem-
bership reached 200, and another hun-
dred have written for information abour
membership. Maybe we can double again.
According to the Presbyterian Research
Services office, the membership of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) includes a
large percentage of scientists, engineers
and technologists, and all of us are ex-
pected to be lay theologians! If you have
not joined, or have a Presbyterian friend
who is interested, please use the applica-
tion form on page 4.

Science, Technology
and the Christian Faith

A conference co-sponsored by the Ecumenical Round Table on Science and Technology
and the CHARIS Ecumenical Center
July 26-29, 1993
Concordia College, Moorhead, Minnesota

An international conference designed to invite pastors and laity to join a conversation
of critical importance to the churches and to our world

Plenary Speakers
lan Barbour. Carleton College
Troy Duster. University of California, Berkeley

Karen Lebacqz. Pacific School of Religion |
Pheme Perkins. Boston College
John Polkinghorne. Queen’s College. Cambridge
Vitor Westhelle. Lutheran School of Theology. Chicago

In addition to plenary lectures, Bible studies and worship, the conference will feature over 35
seminars on a wide range of issues relating to science and technology. Particular attention will
be given to implications for teaching. preaching. worship and conversation in the churches.

Scholarship help available.

Early bird registration: $100

Meal package: $45
Room (3 nights) $30 to $63

CHARIS

For more information write or call;

.- CHARIS Ecumenical Center

< Concordia College '
901 S. 8th St.
Moorhead, MN 56562 ‘
(218) 299-3438 '
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Theology and Worship Ministry Unit
Presbyterian Church (777

The Presbyterian Ce
100 Witherspoon St
Louisville, KY 402(C

Last minute information . ..

“Contemporary Scienceand Christian Theology—Conflict or Consonance?”

This summer course for laity in late career or retirement will be held June 14-

25, 1993 at the Center for Theology and the Natural Sciences (CTNS) in

ecumenical consortium of nine theological seminaries. The teacher is Dr.

Robert John Russell, physicist and theologian, and the founder of CTNS.
The texts will be lan Barbour’s Religion in an Age of Science and Ethics in an

Berkeley, California on the campus of the Graduate Theological Union, an
|
|

Age of Technology. For more information call (510) 848-8152.

Roundtable continued from page 2

represented. At these meetings several
committees meet with representatives from
the various denominations.

The Worship and Preaching Materi-
als Committee reported work on develop-
ment of resources for preaching on science
and rechnology themes from the lection-
ary; on establishment of an ELCA “Stew-
ardship of Creation” Sunday in the liturgi-
cal calendar; a continuing education audio
tape (Augsburg Fortress, 1993) on “Sci-
ence, Technology, and Worship.” UCCis

developing a comprehensive list of hymns
related to science and technology.

The Local Church Education Com-
mittee reported on an ecumenical adult
education program (FASE) of eight 2-
hour sessions, progress in developing case
studies for faith/science/technology/
courses/workshops, and the second Pres-
byterian sermon/essay booklet, Beyond
Dualism.

The Communications Committee
discussed having computer linkage among
“node” persons, at least one in each de-

Membership Application

nominational group, for ongoing commu-
nications and distriburion of information,
with the DELPHI not beingalikely means.

The Strategic Planning Committee
discussed future annual meetings, with
responsibility roratingamong the denomi-
nations. Lutherans for the 1993 meeting
July 26-30 at Moorhead, MN (see article
on International Conference); United
Methodistsfora 1994 meeting (now sched-
uled for April 15-17 at Scaritt-Bennett
Center in Nashville, TN). T

Presbyterian Association on Science, Technology and the Christian Faith

Please enroll me as a student ($10)

Presbyterian Association on Science, Technology and the Christian Faith.

Regular ($35)

(please prini)

Contributor ($100) Sustaining ($250) member of the

Name: Professional Field:
Address: Phone:
Local Church: Presbytery:

Please make checks for 1993 dues payable to PASTCF and mail to The Association, c/o Phyllis Burroughs, Room 3211A, The Presbyte-
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rian Center, 100 Witherspoon Street, Louisville, KY 40202-1396



