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n July, 1992, the British Council of Churches conducted a consul-

tion at Swanwick called “The Gospel and Our Culture,” inspired by

a thesis of Lesslie Newbigin entitled The Gospel as Public Truth. The Cas-

sellimprint (from 387 Park Avenue South,
New York, NY 10016-8810), a collection
of 8 essays prepared as background and
guidance for the consulration, has an essay
entitled “Strange Contest: Science Versus
Religion” by philosopherand author Mary
Midgley.

* On October 30-November 1, 1992,
the Presbyterian Church (USA) held a
large Convocation in Chicago. Discerning
the Spirit wried to help Presbyterians dis-
cern mission today as they listened to the
Holy Spirit. One of the numerous con-
cerns raised ar the Convocation in “A
Report to the Church” was entitled “The-
ology and Cosmology.” It is reprinted
with permission on page 3.

* The February, 1993 Annual Meeting
of the American Association for Advance-
ment of Science, held in Boston, had a
symposia track on “Science and Religion:
Examining Both,” with four separate ses-
sions, including one titled “Oil and Wa-
ter? Institutional Interactions Between
Science and Religion,” organized and
chaired by PASTCEF Secretary-Treasurer,
James B. Miller.

* A month ago, the Reilly Center for
Science and Human Values at the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame held a symposium
called “Knowing God, Christ, and Nature
in the Post-Positive Era.” The main ques-
tion: “To what extent would or should an
epistemology adequate for science approxi-
mate an epistemology suitable for Chris-
tian spirituality, affirmacion, and knowl-
edge?” If possible, we will obtain a brief
report for the next issue of SciTech?.

e From the number of these recent
events and the diversity of their sponsor-
ship together with the coming events in
1993, do you sense thar the realms of
Christian thought, science, and technol-
ogy are now moving from duality toward
a more complementary relationship?

Still to Come in 93

¢ The Association will have a small
booth in the General Assembly exhibit
area, June 2-5 in the Orange County Con-
vention Center, Orlando, Florida. Come
and visit us! On Thursday night, June 3,

Past, Present continued on page 3

‘Chairperson McCall

' First Annual Meeting

Our Association will hold its first |
annual meeting during the General As- |
sembly in Orlando, Florida. We have |
planned the meeting for Thursday, June
3 in the Plaza Ballroom H of the Peabody
Hotel. The annual business meeting at
7:30pm will be followed by Dr. Ronald
Cole-Turner, Associate Professor of The-
ology, Memphis Theological Seminary,
speaking on some aspects of our pro-
posed theme, “Genetics: Implications |
for Faith and Practice.” Ron is the au- -
thor of a new book recently published by |
Westminster/John Knox Press entitled
The New Genesis: Theology and the Ge-
netic Revolution. Ron has been actively
engaged for many years in discussions on
issues of science, technology, and faith.
He is currently a member of the United
Church of Christ Working Group on
Science and Technology. ‘

Summer Gathering

Our Association will host a gathering
of Presbyterians on Wednesday, July 28
at the Ecumenical Conference on Sci-

ence, Technology, and the Christian |
Faith at Concordia College. A brochure
on the conference has been sent to all of
our members. We urge you to consider
participating in this important confer-
ence. Ifyou live in the region and cannot
attend the conference, you are still wel-
come to share in the Wednesday evening
gathering.
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"Science and
Religion: €xamining
Both"” at the AAAS

he 1993 national meeting of the

American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science, meeting February
11-16 in Boston, had a strong, perhaps
unique, programmatic emphasis on the
combination of science and religion.

The program included a group of four
sessions under the general heading of “Sci-
enceand Religion: Examining Both.” One
of the sessions, organized and chaired by
Dr. James Miller, was titled “Oil and Wa-
ter? [nstitutional Interactions Berween Sci-
ence and Religion.” Quoting Miller: “. . .
during the modern period, Western scien-
tific and religious institutions have devel-
oped in virtual isolation from one another
within assumed spheres of intellectual au-
tonomy. However, today many issues of
public policy and moral choice seem to
involve intersecrions of scientific and reli-
gious perspectives.”

Verlyn Barker, UCC Executive and a
leader of the Ecumenical Roundtable on
Science and Religion, gave an overview of
initiatives to assist the churches of the
mainline denominations in understand-
ing that the world in which they work is a
world substantively shaped by science and
technology. Kevin Sharpe spoke on the
non-denominarional associations such as
the American Scientific Affiliation (ASA)
and the Institute on Religion in an Age of
Science (IRAS). Robert Russell of the Cen-
ter for Theology and the Natural Sciences
(CTNS) gave an overview of scholarly
activities in this subject area. Rolf Sinclair
of the National Science Foundation coun-
tered the previous lectures with emphasis
on his perceived differences berween sci-
ence and religion and the difficulty of
resolution.

In another session, “Religious Signifi-
cance of Big Bang Cosmology,” organized
by Robert John Russell of CTNS and
Audrey Chapman of AAAS, physicist Joel
Primack showed dara on cosmic back-
ground radiation, and spoke about cosmo-
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logical inflation theory. lan Barbour gave
balanced views on whether or not the Big
Bang supported theism and religious in-
terpretations of creation. Nancy Abrams
played and sang fascinating original songs
linking the language of biblical history
with that of modern physics and space.
Eduardo Cruz spoke about the ambiva-
lence of cosmological matrers.

A session on “Scientific Resources for a
Global Religious Myth” was organized by
Loyal D. Rue (Luther College) and Ursala
W. Goodenough (Washington Univer-
sity). The myth proposed and discussed
here was to be science-based, with strong
components of cosmic evolution, under-
standing of reality, and the “greening of
religion” (environmental movement).
Goodenough called for “aglobal covenant,
coexistent with particular explanationsand
traditions, whose doctrine is scientific un-
derstanding and whose ethic is the preser-
vation of conditions for human viability.”

Assession on “The Origin of Life” was a
straightforward scientific discussion of
current research dealing with the topic in
the fields of cosmology, atmospheric chem-
istry, early earth chemistry, micropaleon-
tology, and microbiology. According to
current theory and evidence developed in
these fields, the processes of nature are
sufficient in themselves to account for the
appearance of life. Cyril Ponnamperuma
suggested that “God was an organic chem-
ist.” While the session was scientifically
very informative, the presenters were them-
selves bemused that the session was in a
sequence on “Science and Religion.”

Orther related AAAS sessions, ourtside
the group of four above, included “Erthical
and Religious Dimensions of Genetic Sci-
ence and Medicine,” “The New
Antievolutionism,” and “History and Phi-
losophy of Cosmology.” For science and
religion, this program was an AAAS mile-
stone.
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Purpose and Objectives

The purpose of the Association is to challenge
and assist the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), at
alllevels, to study, debate, understand and acton
the implications of science and technology as
they impact the theology, worship, practice, and
moral actions of the church.

The objectives of the Association are:

* To provide for the exchange of ideas and
information among the members.

* Toassistits members: (a) to provide leadership
for educational opportunities in congregations
and presbyteries, and (b) to form local groups for
discussion of these implications.

* To provide a national forum for discussion and
exchange of ideas in the church.

* To sponsor national, regional or local confer-
ences.

* To encourage Presbyterian educational and
theological instirutions to provide educational
opportunities for students in the area of science,
technology, and the Christian faith.

* To cooperate with other religious communi-
ties and associations with comparable purposes.

The Association is organized under the leader-
ship of the Work Group on Christian Faith,
Science, and Technology of the Theology and
Worship Ministry Unit and has a covenant
relationship with the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) through that Unit. In addition to the
Officers of the Association, other members of
the Work Group are the Reverend Dr. Gaspar
Langella, Dr. Donald Myers, Dr. Margaret
Pinkston, and the Reverend Dr. Barbara Pursey.
The business of the Association will be con-
ducted by a Coordinating Council comprised of
sixteen regional representatives selected from
within the geographical Synods of the church
and the Officers of the Association.



Theology and
Cosmology

From A Report to the Church at
the PC(USA) Convocation
“Discerning the Spirit” in
Chicago, October, 1992.
Participants: Phil Weiler,
convener, Jay Dee Conrad,
Cynthia Joe, David McShane,
and Gail Neal.

There is an emerging paradigm in sci-
entific thought which requires new theo-
logical formulations and religious applica-
tions. Specifically we are concerned that:

1. People with scientific training be
informed in appropriate theology.

2. Youth in our churches need to
discover an appropriate relationship be-
tween what they are raught in Sunday
School (abour creation and the end of
world) and what they are taught in the
secular education system.

3. Ministers and seminary students
need to be updated in the emerging scien-
tific world view.

4. Theologians need to provide an
appropriate theology for the emerging sci-
entific paradigm.

5. Christians in general should be in-
formed of the scientific-theological dia-
logue as a means of integrating faith with
their worldview.

6. Networks are needed to provide
ways for interested people to find answers
1o their questions through dialogue, re-
sources, and the gifts of others.

Thisgroup recommended that the Pres-
byterian Church (USA) vigorously pro-
mote the work of the Presbyterian Associa-
tion on Science, Technology, and the
Christian Faith; also that future denomi-
national Christian Education curricula,
liturgical resources, and confessional state-
ments incorporate contemporary scien-
tific and theological understandings, spe-
cifically in the area of creation.

In the Presbyteries
and Synods

* Dr. Karl M. Busen, Association Rep-
resentative in the region of Synod of Lin-
coln Trails, has found people willing to
serve as PASTCF representatives in the
presbyteries of Blackhawk, Chicago, South-
eastern [llinois, and Wabash Valley. Karl is
a retired scientist and engineer with exten-
sive experience both in science teaching
and in industrial research, in both Ger-
many and USA. He has taught in his local
church on science and Christianity and
authored scholarly articles on the subject.

e INTERACTION is the name of the
new newslerter for the PASTCF members
in the Lincoln Trails region. The editor is
Robert . Havlik, recently retired librarian
forscienceat the University of Notre Dame.
INTERACTION includes excellent re-
views of books recently published on sci-
ence and religion.

Past, Present continued from page 1

the annual PASTCEF business meeting will
be held followed by a lecture on our cur-
rent Association genetics theme (see March
issue of SeiTechf).

* From June 14-25, a summer course
forlaityin late carcer or retiremententitled
“Contemporary Science and Christian
Theology—-Conflict or Consonance?” will
be held at the Center for Theology and the
Natural Sciences (CTNS) in Berkeley,
California, using texts by lan Barbour, and
taught by Robert John Russell and W.
Mark Richardson of CTNS. Call (510)
848-8152 for a brochure. The John
Templeton Foundation has awarded
CTNS a grant to establish this continuing
educarion course.

e From July 26-29 at Concordia Col-
lege in Moorhead, Minnesota, the Inter-
national Ecumenical Conference on Sci-
ence, Technology, and the Christian Faith
will be held. All PASTCF members should
have received brochures with registration
information. This unique event is cospon-

sored by the CHARIS Ecumenical Cencer

and by the Ecumenical Roundtable on
Science and Religion of which we Presby-
terians are a part. A PASTCF gathering
will occur on Wednesday night (see the
Chair’s column). Widely read authors lan
Barbourand John Polkinghorneareamong
the plenary session speakers.

*  From August 28-September 4 in
Chicago the Council for a Parliament of
the World’s Religions at its 1993 gather-
ing will ask four questionsincluding “How
has your faith tradition responded to the
enfolding of science and technology?” For
more informarion contact Association
member Ms. Joann Meigs, 727 E. Center
Street, Lake Bluff, IL 60044,

* With such an abundance and variety
ofavailable opportunitiesin different parts
of the country this summer, PASTCF
members should find their way to one or
more of these events.

€uthanasia Study

In 1990, an overture to the General
Assembly noted “the relentless develop-
ment of medical technologies that resusci-
tate life from death and extend life o
meaninglesslimits makes it important that
the Presbyterian Church (USA) bring to
bear strong and clear theological values”
on the issues of eurhanasia and assisted
suicide. In response, the General Assembly
asked Theology and Worship to prepare a
study document.

The unit is now recruiting congrega-
tions and other grassroots groups to study
an initial study resource, Choosing Death:
Active Euthanasia, Religion, and the Public
Debate, a publication of the Park Ridge
Center for Health, Faith, and Ethics. The
unit has also prepared an accompanying
leader’s guide with questions for response.

Based on the comments that the unit
receives, it will prepare a second resource
to help both clergy and lay people who
confront these difficult questions.

To learn more or to participate in the
study, please contact Dr. John Burgess,
Office of Theological Studies, 100 With-
erspoon St., Louisville, KY 40202, (502)
569-5329.
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Theology and Worship Ministry Unit
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

The Presbyterian Center

100 Witherspoon Street

Louisville, KY 40202-1396

GAC Reorganizes—
Implications For
PASTCF

Many readers are aware thata complete
reorganization of the PC(USA) at General
Assembly level has been planned by the
General Assembly Council and may occur
by July 1, following action by the General
Assembly. The Theology and Worship
Ministry Unit, which through its Theo-

logical Studies Subunitsponsored and sup-
ported the Work Group on Faith, Science,
and Technology for three years, will cease
to exist (along with the other eight minis-
try units). However, one of the three new
mission divisions, Congregational Minis-
tries, will absorb some of the TAW func-
tions.

We believe that theological studies will
continue in some form and the Associa-
tion will need to reestablish connections ar
the appropriate point in the revised mis-
sion structure.

Membership Application

In the meantime, the Association asks
your prayers and needs your support
through prompt dues payment when state-
ments are received. If you, a friend, or an
organization can providesome Extra Com-
mitment Giving to this approved cause,
the appropriate number for identification
of your check to the denomination is
#8G67011. Thank you for the only finan-
cial support we will receive in 1993!

Presbyterian Association on Science, Technology, and the Christian Faith

Student ($10)

Please enroll me as a

Presbyterian Association on Science, Technology, and the Christian Faith.

Regular ($35)

(please print)

Name: Professional Field:
Address:
Local Church: Presbytery:

Contributor ($100) Sustaining ($250) member of the

Phone:

Please make checks for 1993 dues payable to PASTCF and mail to The Association, c/o Phyllis Burroughs, Room 3211A, The Presbyte-
rian Center, 100 Witherspoon Street, Louisville, KY 40202-1396
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