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International €Ecumenical Conference on
Science, Technology, and the Christian Faith

his seminal event (see SciTecht March 1993 for back
ground) was held July 26-29 at Concordia College,
Moorhead, MN with several hundred in attendance

from many places in the U.S.A. and other
countries. Presbyterians were well repre-
sented in the planning, program, and at-
tendance. CHARIS Ecumenical Center at
Concordia College was an outstanding
host and conference facilitator. CHARIS
Director Arland Jacobsen and Dr. Per
Anderson, representing the Ecumenical
Roundtable on Science and Technology,
were ably assisted by many denomina-
tional volunteers and staff personnel. For
most people present, especially those hav-
inglimited contactwith other people deeply
interested in Faith-Science-Technology,
this was a mounrain-top experience. For-
tunarely cassette recordings were made of
six sessions, available at $3.00 cach plus
$4.50 per order. Write to Instructional
Media Center, Concordia College, 901
South 8th St., Moorhead, MN 56562 or
call (218)299-3438.

The opening and closing plenary lec-
tures by famous British Anglican priest
(and physicist) John
Polkinghorne, were titled “A New Natural

theorertical

Theology” and “Prayer and God’s Action
in the World.” Professor Ian G. Barbour,
Carleton College physicist and author,
lectured on “Science, Technology and the
Church.” Other plenary lectures were on
social implications of biomedical technolo-
gies (Troy Duster); gender, science and

technology (Karen Lebacqz); biblical re-
flections on miracles, resurrection and
eschatology (Pheme Perkins); and the im-
portance of social circumstances for think-
ing abour science, technology and theol-
ogy (Vitor Westhelle). Professor Paul
Westermeyer, Luther Northwestern Theo-
logical Seminary, was liturgy and music
consulrant for the conference.
Thirty-four seminars were offered.
Among the Presbyterian seminar leaders
were the following: Rev. David Brookman,
“Strengthening Skepticism at a Techno-
logical University”; Rev. Joseph Green,
“Toward a Postmodern Reality”; Dr.
Gaspar Langella, “Physician-assisted Sui-
cide: Two Perspectives”; Dr. Kenneth
McCall, “The Influence of Technology on
Faith and Culture”; Rev. James Miller,
“Mathematics as Theological Metaphor:
A Gaussian Metaphor for Sin”; Dr. Bar-
bara A. Pursey, “Cosmos as Creation: the
Dialogue Between Modern Science and
Christian Faith”; Dr. Derek L. Pursey,
“From Chaos to Chaos: Changing Para-
digms of the Physical World.” PASTCF
members who want to communicate with
any of these seminar leaders will find most
of their addresses in the Directory section
of the annual General Assembly Reporrt,
which lists all Presbyterian clergy. T

1993 Annual

Association Meecting

he Annual Meeting of the Asso-

ciation was held on June 3, 1993
during General Assembly in Orlando,
Florida with about thirty members in
attendance. Chairperson Kenneth
McCall presided. During the meeting
he spoke of plans for the near future
including (1) development of a set of

Bylaws; (2) beginning a process for |

election of new officers; (3) crearion
of a membership directory; and (4)
seeking to establish a relationship with
the Presbyterian Church’s new Divi-
sion of Congregational Ministries.
Later McCall sent an Annual Re-
port to all members, along with a list
of future program agenda possibilities
for the membership to rank order.
The results of this rank ordering will
be given in the nextissue of SciTecht.
The membership by annual meeting
time had grown to 216, with informa-
tion requests continuing. This is a
doubling of membership since the
organizational meeting in 1992.
After the meeting Dr. Ronald Cole-
Turner, Associate Professor of Theol-
ogy at Memphis Theological Semi-
nary, and author of The New Gen-
esis— Theology and the Genetic Revolu-
tion, spoke. Thisstimulating new book
is published by Westminster/John
Knox Press and is available from the

Presbyterian Publishing House. T
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Final Mecting of the Work Group

T he closing meeting of the Presbyte-

A rian Work Group on Faith, Science,
and Technology occurred on July 23-24,
1993 at Moorhead, MN, just before the
International Ecumenical Conference.
This group had been appointed and sup-
ported for three years by the Theology and
Worship Ministry Unit of the Presbyte-
rian Church (U.S.A.). All of the ministry
units terminated in a structural reorgani-
zation that occurred July 1, 1993 at Pres-
byterian Center in Louisville, KY. In an-
ticipation of the reorganization the Work
Group had sponsored and assisted in the
formation of a successor membership or-
ganization, the Presbyterian Association
on Science, Technology and the Christian
Faith, for which SciTechtis the newsletter.

Members of the Work Group reviewed
what had been done during their three
years together, and discussed projects that
needed continuation or future initiation.
Some of these may possibly become Asso-
ciation projects if the membership ex-
presses interest and provides support. A
comprehensive report will be drafted by
Group Chair Daniel Martin for the theol-
ogy office in the new structure, and will
become available in files of the Presbyte-
rian Historical Society in Philadelphia. A
synopsis will appear in a future issue of
SciTecht for the information of Associa-
tion membership.

Work Group members Gaspar Langella,
Daniel Martin, Kenneth McCall, James
Miller, Donald Myers, Margaret Pinkston,
and Barbara Pursey are all members of the
new Association; and they express their
gratitude to the Ministry Unir, ro Director
George Telford, Associate Director Jo-

seph Small, to Associates John Burgessand

Jack Rogers, and to Phyllis Burroughs,
staff assistant, for their strong and creative
support. The Association should benefit
from this momentum. T

Princeton Seminary
First Professor of
Theology & Science

r. J. Wenuzel van Huyssteen is the

first James I. McCord Professor of
Theology and Science at Princeton Theo-
logical Seminary. His inaugural lecture
entitled “Theology and Science: The Quest
fora New Apologetics,” delivered on Feb-
ruary 10, 1993, is the 21-page lead article
in the Princeton Seminary Bulletin, Vol-
ume XIV,2 (1993).

Dr. van Huyssteen speaks of the “special
challenge” confronting theologians. “First,
we have to try our best to keep together, in
ameaningful whole, a very specific sense of
continuity with the Christian tradition
and a respect for religious and cultural
pluralism, as well as a resisting of any form
of  political  or  confessional
authoritarianism. Second, postmodern
thoughtalso challenges us to explore again
the presupposed continuity between
Christian theology and the general human
enterprise of understanding the world
rationally.”

Dr. van Huyssteen came to Princeton
from South Africa where he served as Pro-
fessor of Religious Studies and Professor of
Biblical Studies at the University of Port
Elizabeth. T

Presbyterions At International Conference

Approximately 35 Presbyterians attending the Ecumenical Conference at Concordia

College met Wednesday, July 28, 1993 to discuss Association activities, membership,

progress, and creative ideas for the future. President Ken McCall chaired the meeting.

Possibilities for membership activities at local, regional, and national levels werc

discussed with spirited participation by all present.
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Officers of the Presbyterian Association on
Science, Technology, and the Christian Faith

Chairperson
Rev. Kenneth E. McCall, D.Min.
1514 Tenth Avenue, South
Escanaba, MI 49829
(906) 789-9683

Vice-Chairperson, Sci Techi Editor
Daniel W. Martin, Ph.D.
7349 Clough Pike
Cincinnati, OH 45244
(513) 231-5278

Secretary-Treasurer
Rev. James B. Miller, Ph.D.
917 Forest Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15202
(412) 761-0971

Purpose and Objectives

The purpose of the Association is to challenge
and assist the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), at
alllevels, to study, debate, understand and acton
the implications of science and technology as
they impact the theology, worship, practice, and
moral actions of the church.

The objectives of the Association are:

* To provide for the exchange of ideas and
information among the members.

* Toassist its members: (a) ro provide leadership
for educational opportunities in congregations
and presbyteries, and (b) to form local groups for
discussion of these implications.

* To provide a national forum for discussion and
exchange of ideas in the church.

* To sponsor national, regional or local confer-
endces,

* To encourage Presbyterian educational and
theological institutions to provide educational
opportunities for students in the area of science,
technology, and the Christian faith.

* To cooperate with other religious communi-
ties and associations with comparable purposes.

The business of the Association will be con-
ducted by a Coordinating Council comprised of
sixteen regional representatives selected from
within the geographical Synods of the church
and the Officers of the Association. During the
first two years the Council members have been

appointed.

Layout and production of SciTech? is by Rev.
William Mclvor, PASTCF Regional Representa-
tive, using MicroSoft Word 5.2a, Aldus PageMaker
5.0a, and Aldus FreeHand 4.0a on an Apple
Macintosh Quadra® 610. Imagesetting for this
issue by TypePlus of Spokane, WA.



Notes from PASTCF members .

Synopsis of

"Personal View from
the Parliament of
World's Religions”
(1993)*

by Joann Meigs

hey came to Chicago from all over

the world, over six thousand seeking
ways to bring peace to this troubled planer
of ours. They talked with each other and
listened to each other. They laughed and
made music together, and sometimes cried
together. Above all, they prayed together,
in many different languages, but always
the same prayer—for peace. And look
what happened: [srael and the PLO sud-
denly announced to the world that they
have agreed to give peace a chance! The
mediaseemed to focus on the conflicts that
occurred, but people were generally re-
spectful of each other and genuinely inter-
ested in developing awareness of shared
values and goals.

A special group of lectures was orga-
nized by Dr. Clifford Matthews (Depart-
ment of Chemistry, University of Illinois,
Chicago) as a Science Symposium to re-
flect on the interaction of religion with
science and technology. A compilation of
papers and audio tapes from this sympo-
sium will be available in early 1994. A
second gathering of scientists hosted by
the Templeton Foundation took place
concurrently on the University of Chicago
campus organized around the theme: “Sci-
enceand Religion: Two ways of experienc-
ing and interpreting the world.” Informa-
tion abourt those lecrures can be obrained
from the Oriental Institute of the Univer-
sity of Chicago.

Another arena of rthe Parliament in-
volved meetings of leading religious lead-
ers from all faiths represented to discuss
the Universal Declaration for a Global

Ethic, which had been authored by Hans
Kung. Over 90% of the participantsin this
assembly signed on to the declaration—no
mean featconsidering the diversity of faiths
present. Copies of the Declaration are
available ar a cost of $6.00. For the docu-
ment and mailing contact Joann Meigs,
727 E. Center Avenue, Lake Bluff, IL
60044.

*Original in INTERACTION, Lincoln
Trails PASTCF Newsletter

Symposium on
€volution & Creation

By Robert J. Havlik

O n September 30, 1993, a Sympo-

sium on Evolution and Creadion,
sponsored by the Templeton Foundation,
the American Scientific Affiliation, and
the Reilly Center for Science, Technology,
and Values, was held at the Universicy of
Notre Dame. At the symposium two ma-
jor papers were presented: “Evolurion,
Naturalism and Theism” by Howard Van
Till; and “Traces of God in Nature” by
Langdon Gilkey. Van Till is currently
Chairman of the Physics Department at
Calvin College at Grand Rapids, Michi-
gan, and author of The Fourth Day(1986).
His paper addressed the question, “Do
evolutionary science and methodological
naturalism conflict with historic Christian
Theism?” He feels that God endowed the
universe with functional integricy but that
the laws of science have followed what he
calls the economy of the created world.
Langdon Gilkey is Professor Emeritus of
Theology at the University of Chicago
Divinity School and author of Creation on
Trial (1985). His paper was an examina-
tion of nature as understood by modern
science for traces of the Divine presence.
Hebelieves that the presence is felt in three
factors: the power, the order, and the pur-

€ditoriol
WHY THE DELAY?

PASTCF members deserve an expla-
nation, probably an apology, for the
extreme delay in the completion of
the Fall 1993 issue of SciTech?. The
Editor apologizes sincerely for being
overcommitted, understaffed, and
unexpectedly and temporarily over- |
come by personal crisis conditions. |

1. Serving as chief editor of a
monthly, 600-page, peer reviewed,
scientific journal leaves only spare
time for SciTech editing.

2. Summer 1993 related events
including General Assembly,
PASTCEF Exhibit, Annual PASTCF |
Meeting, STCF Ecumenical Con-
ference at Concordia College, and
term completion of the Presbyterian
Work Group on Faith, Science and
Technology absorbed much of the
spare time.

3. In November, when the con-
tents for this issue began to rake
form, the Editor’s wife (and secretary
for spare-time functions) suffered a
light stroke while chairing a Presby-
terian Work Group meeting in Dal-
las. Subsequent care-giving acrivities
left no spare time for several months.

4. Recovery progress permits re-
sumption of Sci Tech. A Spring 1994

issue will follow soon. —dwm

pose of nature. Information on how to
obuain copies of these papers is available
from the Reilly Center for Science, Tech-
nology and Values, University of Notre
Dame, Notre Dame, IN 46556.1
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From "Genetics:
Implications for Faith
& Practice”

by Ronald Cole-Turner

In his lecture at the 1993 PASTCF annual
meeting, Dr. Ronald Cole-Turner made
three projections:

1. Our human relationship with living
nature or organic nature is entering a pe-
riod of revolutionary change comparable
in scope to the transition from hunting to
agriculture.

2. Human géncrics will illuminarte, and
probably change fundamentally, our basic
self-understanding as moral agents and
religious beings.

3. Through this technology we will act
on narure and on our own nature. To an
extent never before in history we will be
both the actor and the recipient of the
action; both the subject and the object.

4 November, 1993

How can the church not be interested?
Projection 1 is about the human relation-
ship to nature. Projection 2 changes how
we see ourselves as moral and religious
persons. Projection 3 concerns what we
arcabouttodo to ourselves, our offspring,
our species. Can anyone think of a good
reason why the church can excuse itself
from an interest in genetics? T

GAC Reorganizes—
PASTCF Connection?

Most readers are aware that Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) completely reorganized
at General Assembly level on July 1, 1993
following action by General Assembly.
The Theology and Worship Ministry
Unit, which through its Theological Stud-
ies Subunitsponsored and supported work
on Faith, Science and Technology for
three years, ceased to exist (along with the

other eight ministry units). However, one
of the three new mission divisions, Con-
gregational Ministries, has absorbed some
of the TAW functions including theologi-
cal studies and has budgeted a contribu-
tion to PASTCEF in 1994. The Association
is arcempting to establish connections at
the appropriate point in the revised mis-
sion structure, whether or not any regular
financial support will be possible.

In the meantime the Association asks
for your prayers, and needs your support
through promptdues payment when state-
ments are received. If you, a friend, or an
organization can provide some Extra Com-
mitment Giving to the Association, please
send your check to the Treasurer at the
address on page 2. Thank you for your
support! T

For information about membership in PASTCF
which includes the S¢i Tech? newsleteer, write to
the Rev. James B. Miller, 917 Forest Avenue,
Picesburgh, PA 15202,




