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Church of Scotland Project

he Society, Religion, and Technology (SRT) Project of the

Church of Scotland was established in 1970 to look at che effect

of technology on society in general on behalf of che church. Dr. Donald

M. Bruceisthe current Project Director. It
may be unique asaspecific full-time projeci
of a national church.

The Project is intended to stimulate
ethical thinking on imporrant technologi-
cal issues which affect our sociery now and
in the future, and 1o bring the insights of
Chrisdan ethics o complex questions.
Through expert working groups, talks,
conferences and publications it seeks to ace
as a forum (ot interaction berween experts
in a variety of fields, and also as a way of
communicating currentissues (o the wider
publicand among churches of all denomi-
nations. Among its aims are:

* To foster an informed undersranding
in sociery of the issues which confront
it as a resulr of current and {uwre
technologies, and to inform the
chuiches of key developments.

* To provideopporrunities for technolo-
gists to reflect on the ethical implica-
tions of cheir work.

* Torespond with considered judgment
to government bodies on technologi-
cal issues.

* To contribuce actively (o Enropcan
and inrernanional debaces on these
issues.

SRT also purts on public evenrs, lectures,
and debates. It plays an active role in the
annual Edinburgh Inrernacional Science
Festival and in discussions on science and
faith.

Among studies in progress are: (a) Ge-
netic Engineering in Noohuman Life
Forms — an SRT expert working group:
(b) Energy Studies — Industry consulea-
tions on nuclear, fossil and rencwable en-
ergy; (¢) Environment — Implications of
Sustainable Developmentin Scotland, the
United Kingdom, and Europe; (d) Theol-
ogy — Research on che notion of the limits
of technology.

Recenc publicationsinclude: (a) “Tech-
nology at the Crossroads™; (b) “Seeing
Scotland from che Summit — Sustainable
Development in Scodand”™ (written for
churches and schools, it poses discussion
questions and lises books. resources, and
useful organizations); (¢) “Echics in Farm
Animal Breeding Technologies” (discuss-
ing intrinsic concern for animals, animal
welfare, genetic engineering, social and
environmental impace); (d) “Heat and
Light — A Pracacal Guide to Energy
Saving in Churches.”

See page 3 for information about how
to concact the Society, Religion, and Tech-

nology Project.t

Association Will
Host Luncheon
Meeting at G.A.

resbyterian Association on Science,

Technology, and the Christian
Faith will sponsora luncheon program
at the 208th General Assembly in Al-
buquerque, New Mexico on Tuesday
July 2nd beginning at 12:00 noon.
The Doubletree Hotel, Ulam Ball-

room, Section III will be the site for

‘ continued on page 2 —>

PRASTCF €xhibit

The Association will be represented at
booth #305 in the Exhibit Area at
General Assembly. A new banner for
our booth is the gift of Board member
Dr. David Hicks of Spokane, Wash-
ington, who is a professor at the Pres-
byterian-related Whitworth College.
| Come and visic our booth. T

Apology

The Editor apologizes to membersand

readers for the tardiness of this issue, a
| result of cricical hospitalization and
subsequent constraints. A larger issue
is in preparation, reporfing on recent
emphasisand events related to science/
faith in our theological institutions. It
should appear in midsummer.t
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Presbyterians Host
1996 €Ecumenical
Roundtable

he annual meeting of the Ecu-

menical Roundiable on Science,

Technology and the Church met
Apri} 12-14 in Piasburgh. Pennsylvania,
hosted by the Presbyterian Association
represenaatives. PASTCF Secretary-Trea-
surec James B. Miller was in charge of
arrangements, and PASTCT President
Kenneth McCall presided. There were rep-
resentatives from the Anglican Church of
Canada, Episcopal Church in the USA,
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,
Peesbyterian Chuarch (USA), Reformed
Church in America, Roman Catholic
Church. United Church of Canada, Unired
Church of Christ, and the Uaited Mech-
odist Church. The goals and objectives of
the Roundrable were reparted previously
in the November 1995 issuc of Ser Tech?.

Each denomination represented gave a
report on progress and problemys during
the past year in their respective situation.
Maccers of common interest were discussed
in four smaller interestgroups on theologi-
cal educarion, worship and hicurgy, educa-
don in thechurch, and sharing denomina-
tional resources. A special presentation
was given concerning the new Program of
Dialogue berween Science and Religion
thar has been established recently by the
Arnerican Association for che Advance-
renc of Science (AAAS). Our Association
has been involved with AAAS for several
years through yearly exhibits and occa-
sional assistance in special programs a
annual AAAS meetings, largely ihrough
efforis by Secretary-Treasurer james B.
Miller. (See the May 1993 and July 1995
issucs of SciTecht.)

The Director for the AAAS Program of
Dialogue is Dr. Audrey Chapman, who
has been on the AAAS staff for several
years. She was cochair for planning the
November 1995 conference on “Con-
sumption, Population and the Environ-
ment” ac Campion Center, Wescon, Mas-
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sachuseuts, which was cosponsored by
AAAS and the Boston Theological Insti-
Tute.

A special presentacion was also given by
Dr. David Byers, staff person for the Na-
tonal Conference of Catholic Bishops’
Commitiee on Science and Human Val-
ues (see relared article in this issue).

Roundrable members held a special rec-
ognition for Rev. Verlyn L. Barker, who
helped 1o organize the Roundtable, and
has provided administrative leadership and
planning for a number of years. Barker is
soon reciring from the United Church of
Christ Board for Homeland Ministries.

The possibility of a sccond Interna-
cional Conference on Science, Technol-
ogy and the Christian Faith in 1997 at
Syracuse University was discussed. The
first such event at Concordia College in
Moorhead, Minnesota, was reporced in
the November 1993 issue of Sei Techt

<— continued from page |

the luncheon. The 4th Annual Meeting of
the Associacion will follow the luncheon.
Members, guests and prospective mem-
bers are all welcome.

The fearured speaker at the luncheon
will be Dr. Ronald Cole-Turner. Dr. Cole-
Turner is the new H. Parker Sharp Associ-
are Professor of Theology and Ethics at
Pirtsburgh Theological Seminary. Dr.
Cole-Turnes haswritren and spoken widely
on the theological and ethical issues re-
Jated 1o the rapidly developing science of
genetics, and will address some of these
issues at the luncheon. Dr. C. Samucl
Calian, President of Pictsburgh Theologi-
cal Seminary, will introduce Dr. Cole-
Turner.

If you are registering for the General
Assembly, you can purchase rickets from
the order form in your registracion packet.
You can also call General Assembly Tickec
Sales 21 (800) 210-9371 oc buy chem at che
Assembly ticket sales booth. T

| Presbyterian Association on Science, Technology,
and the Christian Faith

General Purpase: To challenge and assist the Presby-
terian Church (USA), ar all levels, to study, under-
stand, discuss, and act on the implications of science
and technology as they affect the theology, worship,
practice, and moral actions of the church; and <«
challenge and assist Presbyterian scientists, engi-
neers, and other technical professionals to study,
understand, discuss, and act on the implications of
the Reformed theological tradition for their scien- |
tific and technical vocations.

Objectives: (1) To provide for the exchange of ideas
and information among the members and o develop
programs as appropriate to the interest of the mem-
bers and the needs of the church. (2) To assist the
membership in providing leadership for educational
opportunities in congregations and prosbyreries and
to encourage the formation of groups for study and
action. (3) To recognize scientific and (cchnologin:al
professions as expressions of Christian vocation. (4)
To provide a national forum for discussion and
exchange of ideas and informarion in the church. (5)
To encourage Presbyterian educational insdrutions

| 1o provide educational opponunities for students

and faculty and continuing education for pastors in
the arca of science, technology. and the Chrixtian
faith. (6) To cooperate with other Christian commu-
| pities and associations with similar purposes. (7) To
sponsor national, regional, or local conferences.
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Science and the
Catholic Church

he Nadional Conlference of Catholic

Bishops has a Commiuee on Science
and Human Values. A recent pamphlet
(publication #085-0, U.S. Catholic Con-
ference, Washington, D.C.) staces: “The
Cacholic bishops of the United Scaces be-
lieve chat, despite historical tensions, there
can be no irreconcilable conflict becween
religion and science.”

This scacement, the first in a series de-
signed to show how religion and science
can offer complemencary insights on com-
plex topics like global population, genedic
manipulation and human embryo research,
is direcred 1o “scientists, students in the
sciences, and all people of goodwill.”

The pamphlet also contains an insight-
ful quortation from Pope John Paul II:
“Science can purify celigion fromerrorand
superstition; religion can purify science
form idolatcy and false absolutes. Each can
draw the other into a wider world, a world
in which both can flourish.”

Dr. David Byers, a staff person for the
Commirtee on Science and Human Val-
ues, represents the commitree on the Ecu-
menical Roundtable on Science, Technol-
ogy and the Church, to which PASTCF
also belongs. For several years the Bishop’s
Commictee has had a series of dialogues
with selected groups of scientists on topics
such as global population, global resources,
and generics. The emphasis of rheir pro-
gram is on Christian faith in an era of
science.

In his comments at the Roundrable,
Dr. Byers noted thac our problem is to
“overcome the perceprion thatscience and
religion are separate. The mediaignore the
complementarity of religion and sci-
ence. ... Religion believes that we are
saying real things about the real world.
The movement of science and religion
toward each other is gradual.” A fuller
account is given in an article in the April
20th issue of the magazine America, a
Catholic publication.t

AAAS Dialogue
Between Science
and Religion

he October 1995 establishmenc by

the American Associarion for the Ad-
vancement of Science of a “Program of
Dialogue berween Science and Religion”
can be considered as a major step toward
“enhanced contact and collaboration.”

The three major objectives of <he Pro-
gram are as follows: “First, it will seek to
promote knowledge about developments
in science and technology. 1ts mandate
will be to undertake educacional programs
and co develop resources wich and for
conscicuencies wichin che religious com-
nainiry.

“Second, the Program will provide op-
portunicies for dialogue becween members
of the scientific and religious communiries
on significant, potentially concroversial,
topics on which it is importanc that che
ewo communities undersrand each other’s
points of view, Third, the Program will
promote collaboracion becween members
of the scientific and religious communicies
on profects that explore che echical and
religious implications of scientific devel-
opmenrs.”

More about functions, projects, and
acdvicies will appear in futuce issues of
SeiTecht. The Program has received major
granc support from the fohn Templecon
Foundation and Pew Charicable Truses. T

1N

Theology & Science
at Fuller Seminary

Pasadena, Calif.—Two courses raught at
Fuller Theological Seminary each received
$10,000 John Templeton Foundation

awards this year as models of mericorious
science-religion courses. Recipients of che
award for the course Theology and Science
were Nancy Murphy, associate professor
of Christian philosophy, and Richard
Carlson, professor of physics at the Uni-
versity of Redlands. The course explored
inregraring scientificknowledge with faith.
H. Newton Maloney, senior professor of
psychology, taughc Introduction ro Inte-
gration which dealt with the Relationship
between social/behavioral sciences and
Cheistian faith, in the seminary’s Gradu-
ate School of Psychology.

—from NEWS BRIEFS, PC(USA)

—

Information abour the Society, Reli-
gion, and Technology Project of the
Church of Scotland may be obrained
| at
John Knox
45 High Street
Edinburgh EH1 1SR
Tel: 44 131-556 2953
E-mail: srescot@dial.pipex.com |
| Note: The information for the article
‘ on page 1 was obtained through an e-
mail “roundrable” organized by the
‘ Rev. J. John Keggi, an Episcopal mem-
ber of the Ecumenical Roundtable.

Previous Science-
Related General
Assembly Overtures

P reviously approved Overtures 90-76
and 94-94, which are related 1o scien-
tific mauters, have not led to active imple-
mentation for lack of funding.

An interim reporc to the forthcoming
Assembly, by the Theology and Worship
group within the Congregational Minis-
cries Division, says that “in 1996, a work
group will meec to identify the impact of
cuirenc issues in genetics on the church’s
understanding of humanity and sin. Ma-
terials will be distributed for churchwide
study and response.” T
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€xecutive Board
Meeting Rpril 12 in

Pittsburgh

he Association officers and board

members met at the Airporr Ramadas

Inn in Pimsburgh, Pennsybvania an April
1, 19946,

[n addition 1w reviewing progress and

problemis of the Associaton during ohe

pant pear, the following manters were sid-
1od and disouneed- (2} Asvwooanos asneal
mecting, luncheon program., and exhubei
i Leeneral Asembly in Albugpoengue; (b)
membenhip recruiiment: (c) bylaws
changes related 10 incorporanon; (d) spe-
cial maibings o memberss (g) newslener,
i} sssisunce wward implemenarion of
science-relared, previously approved over-
rures b Ceeneral Assembly

A proposal by Board member Wesley
MeCoy, for PASTCF o esrablish a "5ci-

enice a3 Uhiniatian YVocanon™ Award to an
individusl member of the Prebyienan
Church (L'SA), was studied 0 detail and
revmand For povisilsle future actinm.

The groweh of interest and activity in
the wmbject of science and rheology in
Preshyterian thealogical insritutions was
noted and discuised,. The newslerrer will

repari on this growih in a0 upcoming
imsue.t

Membership Application
Presbyterian Association on Science, Technology, and the Christian Faith
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Mame Profemional Freldd-
Millsrm Thamr
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