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"Theology's Future With Science”

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary has published
the November 12, 1996 inaugural address by
Dr. Ronald Cole-Turner, the H. Parker Sharp Asso-
ciate Professor of Theology and Ethics.

The endowed professorship is named for attor-
ney-philanthropist Sharp, a Presbyterian elder who
died in 1994 after serving many years on the Board
of Directors of the seminary.

Concerning Sharp’svision, Dr. Cole-Turner said:
“It is a vision of faithful congregations, a prepared
clergy, and a renewed theology by which the church
is able to take its place in the public debate over the
shape of the human future. It is a vision that
includes, at its core, this strange and daring notion
that the church and the seminary need to take
account of the advances of science and technology
and to incorporate them into our theology and into
the way we understand our miniscry.”

Concerning the purpose: “to help the church of
Jesus Christ do nothing other than be the church in
and for our time. We live in an age in which both
our thinking and our acting are pervasively condi-
tioned by science and by technology. We under-
stand nature through science and we act on nature
through technology. Certainly those outside the
church see the world through science; young people,
especially—these citizens of the contemporary, secu-

lar, scientific culture—are perplexed at a church
that ignores science and technology, that ignores
their world, and yet still thinks it has something to
say to them. If for no other reason than evangelism,
the church mustlearn the language and the thought-
forms of this new culture that has come to us.”

Concerning the theological task: “to expound the
gospel for our time, to declare with renewed convic-
tion that the grace of God in Christ is Good News
not just for us but for the whole creation. Theology
can no longer neglect nature, as if God had some
other creation beside this natural world. Theology
can no longer neglect science, as if God had some
other world, unknowable by science, in which to be
revealed and in which to redeem us. The church can
no longer neglect technology, as if the church and
technology sought to change different worlds. There
is but one world that God has made, and it is this
physical, natural world. This world, which science
explores and technology rearranges, is the same
world in which God Incarnate meets us and redeems
us.”

(Copies of the full address may be found on the
Internetatheep://www.aaas.org/SPP/DSPP/DBSR/
resource/cole.htm. Or write to Pittsburgh Theo-
logical Seminary, 616 North Highland Avenue,
Pittsburgh, PA 15206.)1
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PASTCF at the 1997
General Assembly

he Presbyterian Association on

Science, Technology, and the
Christian Faith will hold its annual lun-
cheon at General Assembly on Thurs-
day, June 19 at 12:00 noon. The loca-
tion is the Persian Terrace room of the
Hotel Syracuse. The cost is $16.

Since not everyone who wanted to
attend last year could be accommodated,
available seating will be expanded to
150. Reservations should be made as
soon as possible by calling the Office of
the General Assembly at (800) 210-
9371. Tickets may also be purchased at
the Assembly.

This year’s speaker is Dr. James
Miller, Senior Program Associate for
the Program of the Dialogue Between
Science and Religion for the American
Association for the Advancement of Sci-
ence. Jim has been a pioneer in estab-
lishing the science, technology, and
Christian faith dialogue. He also cur-
rently serves as PASTCEF Secretary/Trea-
surer.

Following the luncheon will be the
PASTCF Annual Meeting (around
2:00pm). There are several important
items to consider and membersare urged
to be present if possible.

The Association will again have a
booth in the Exhibit Hall of the General
Assembly. The booth number is 211.
We will have a good display of informa-
tion, copies of SciTech, and other ma-
terials. Please stop by and visit. T

1997 €cumenical
Roundtable on
Science, Technology,
and the Church

The 1997 Roundtable was held on April
3-6, 1997 at the Emmanuel College of
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Victoria University in downtown
Toronto, Canada. Emmanuel is the
theological seminary for the United
Church of Canada.

Arrangements were capably handled
by Rev. Roger Hutchinson, Dean of
Emmanuel College. Denominations
having participants included the Angli-
can Church of Canada, the United
Church of Canada, Evangelical Lutheran
Church of America, Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.), Reformed Church in
America, National Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops, United Church of Christ,
and the United Methodist Church. The
Canadian project of the John Templeton
Foundation met concurrently, and met
with the Roundtable for one joint ses-
sion.

During the Roundtable sessions,
chaired by Rev. Ronald Cole-Turner of
the United Church of Christ Working
Group, there were individual activity
reports from denominational represen-
tatives. There was also a major discus-
sion of how to develop constituency and
financial support for the groups and for
the Ecumenical Roundtable itself. Rev.
James Miller of the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science
reported on progress, goals and planned
events related to their Dialogue Project
on Scienceand Religion. The Templeton
Foundation/Canada initiative was also
a topic of discussion (see “Science-Reli-
gion Course Program” on page 3).

George Koch of Lutheran Campus
Ministry at Syracuse University pre-
sented brochures and reported on the
program for the “Re-Discovering Cos-
mos” Conference at Syracuse on August
10-14. George is chairing the commit-
tee for this major interdisciplinary, in-
terfaith gathering for which the Ecu-
menical Roundtable is a cosponsor (see
“Re-Discovering Cosmos” article in this
issue).

This first meeting in Canada for the
Ecumenical Roundtable was well at-
tended and was graciously hosted. The
next Roundtable meeting is being
planned for April 23-26, 1998 in Bos-

ton.
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Oklahoma City "Science &
Religion Dialogue” Series

A SERIES OF FOUR PANEL DIS-
cussions on Science and Religion was
hosted by Westminster Presbyterian
Church and the Oklahoma University
Health Sciences Center on February 4,
11, 18, and 25 in Oklahoma City. Ses-
sion themes were: 1. Science and Reli-
gion: Concord or Discord?; II. Cosmol-
ogy; 1. Evolution; IV. Genetics/Bio-
technology/Ethics.

Moderators for I and Il were Dr.
Michael D. Anderson, Senior Minister
at Westminster; and for 111 and 1V, Mr.
Douglas Fox, of Northeastern State Uni-
versity. Among the distinguished panel-
ists were Dr. Fred Silva, M.D. of Okla-
homa University Health Sciences Cen-
ter, Rabbi Richard Marcovitz of
Emanuel Synagogue, Judge Robert
Henry of the U.S. Courr of Appeals,
and Dr. Tom Boyd, Oklahoma Univer-
sity Professor of Philosophy and Ethics
and a Presbyterian minister. Four video
tapes were recorded including audience
questions.'l'

Volume of €ssays on Human
Nature to Appear

THE OFFICE OF THEOLOGY AND
Worship is currently implementing two
overtures relating co faith, science, and
technology. Overture 90-76 calls for
study materials on issues of genetic re-
search; Overture 94-94, for study mate-
rials on the theological and echical sig-
nificance of contemporary physical, bio-
logical, and human sciences for the Re-
formed doctrines of humanity and sin.

The 207th General Assembly (1995)
approved a proposal to coordinate work
on these two overtures. In 1996 a work
group of scientists, seminary professors,
and pastors held two meetings and de-

Notes & Notables

veloped a set of essays for a volume
tenatively entitled: /n Whose Image?
Theology, Biology, and Human Nature.
The volume will be printed and distrib-
uted later this spring and will include a
study guide.

The Office of Theology and Worship
welcomes advice and counsel from mem-
bers of the Association in regard to these
projects or other initiatives that the de-
nomination should be taking. Please
conract:

Dr. John P. Burgess

Associate for Theology

100 Witherspoon St.

Louisville, KY 40404

(502) 569-5310

Holmes Rolston to be Gifford
Lecturer

THEPRESTIGIOUS GIFFORD LEC-
tures for 1997 at the University of
Edinburgh will be titled “Genes, Gen-
esis and God,” and will be given by
Holmes Rolston IIT, PC{USA) minister
and Distinguished Professor in Philoso-
phy at Colorado State University.

Among Rolston’s widely read books
is “Science and Religion: A Critical Sur-
vey.” He is the first American Presbyte-
rian lecturer in the Gifford Lecture se-
ries which dates back to 1885 and has
included many illustrious renowned fig-
ures in theology, science, and philoso-
phy. Professor Rolston was a physics
major at Davidson College (NC) and a
graduate of Union (VA) Seminary; then
received a Ph.D. in theology and reli-
gious studiesat University of Edinburgh.
After pastoring in the Virginia
Shenandoah Valley, he received a
master’'s degree in the philosophy of
science in 1968, and has been teaching
writing, and editing since then at Colo-
rado State University.T

Science-Religion Course
Program Competition

THE JOHN TEMPLETON FOUN-
dation, widely known for awarding an
annual one-million dollar Templeton
Prize for Progress in Religion, supported
in 1996 the establishment of college
interdisciplinary courses in science and
religion. One hundred institutions that
presented course proposals were selected
to receive $5,000 each for course devel-
opment and library resources, and each
course instructor will receive a $5,000
award upon course completion and
documentation.

Rev. Dr. Jerry Beavers of Presbyte-
rian-related Muskingum College (Ohio)
has provided SciTecht with a course
outline for their spring 1997 course
selected ;by the Foundation for sup-
port. Dr. Beaver was the author of “How
Can We Pray in an Age of Science?,” a
sermon selected for inclusion in the ser-
mon and essay book “Science and Chris-
tian Faith: The Connection,” published
in 1991 through the Presbyterian Pub-
lishing House by PASTCF predecessor,
the Work Group on Christian Faith,
Science and Technology.

The stated purposes of the Founda-
tion Program can be summarized as
follows: to support sound pedagogy in
science and religion interdisciplinary
courses; to present theories, methods,
basic knowledge, and examination of
critical issues; and to foster a commu-
nity of teachers and scholars in this
exploratory field. Criteria for award-
winning courses include scholarship,
balanced treatment of the science and
religion dialogue, and the promotion of
intellecrual humility.

AtMuskingum the students had com-
pleted two previous college-level courses,
one in a laboratory science and one in
religion. Faculty members from phys-

continued on page 4 —>
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<—~continued from page 3

ics, neuroscience, biology, biblical stud-
ies and theology had group discussions
for “bridge building” and coordination
before the course was taught, and lec-
tured during the course. Students not
only participated in discussions, but were
assigned four major written exercises:
(1) discuss your personal understanding
of how religion and science relate; (2)
choose a current theory or model from
either science or religion for explana-
tion, and for leadership in a class discus-
sion; (3) write a paper on how some
research topic fits into a comprehensive
view of the cosmos; (4) write a self-
evaluation paper describing your reac-
tion to course material, and how your
initial personal understanding has de-
veloped during the course.

Required texts were “Religion In An
Age of Science” by Ian Barbour; “Sci-
ence and Religion: by John F. Haught;
and “Religion and the Natural Sciences”,
edited by James E. Huchingson. Nu-
merous library resources were also pro-
vided for study. Outside speakers on
subjects related to the course were in-
vited as speakers to the campus popula-
tion, to provide additional opportuni-
ties for discussion around the campus. T

"Re-Discovering Cosmos”
Conference at Syracuse

“SCIENCE, RELIGION, AND THE
Search for Human Integrity” is the sub-
title for the “Re-Discovering Cosmos”
conference scheduled for August 10-14,
1997. All are invited.

Thisinterdisciplinary, interfaith gach-
ering will offer “an exploration of the
movement to recover a sense of the
wholeness of the world . . . by discover-
ing the constructive reciprocity of sci-
ence and religion. Plenary presentations
on religious questions of purpose in the
cosmos, human nature, and human
personhood in relation to physics, evo-
lutionary biology, genetics, and neuro-
science will be the context for this ex-
ploration.
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Joint sponsorship of the conference
is by the Ecumenical Roundrable for
Science, Technology and the Church,
the Syracuse University, the American
Association for the Advancement of Sci-
ence (AAAS), the John Templeton Foun-
dation, and the Faith and Science Ex-
change (F.A.S.E.) in Boston, the Pres-
byterian Church (U.S.A.) has contrib-
uted to a scholarship fund, and our
Association is involved through partici-
pation in the Roundrable.

The conference vision statement says
that “modern culture has drawn ics
strength by dividing the world into two
impenetrable domains: matter from
spirit, facts from values, objects from
subjects, body from mind, knowledge
from faith, technology from ethics, sci-
ence from religion. This division has
permitted science to flourish without
the constraints of ecclesiastical author-
ity and allowed religious communities
to retain traditional modes of thought
and expression without an obligation to
make them consonant with the latest
findings of the sciences. However, in-
creasingly this division is coming to be
seen not only as profoundly untruthful
but as a fundamenrtal impediment to
achieving what is good in our individual
and corporate lives.”

Among the ten well-known plenary
speakers are Rev. Robert John Russell,
Director of the Center for Theology
and Natural Science in Berkeley, CA;
Rev. Philip Hefner, Director of the
Chicago Center for Theology and Sci-
ence, and Dr. Paula Gregory, Chief of
the Genetics Education Office of the
National Cenrter for Human Genome
Research at NIH, Bethesda, MD.

As a member of our Association
(PASTCF) you would gain new per-
spective and make new friends at this
important conference, just as many did
at the 1993 International Conference at
Concordia College in Moorhead, MN
(see SciTecht, November 1993). For
detailed registration information and
otherarrangements, contact Dr. George
Koch, Lutheran Campus Ministry, Syra-
cuse University, Syracuse, NY 13244,

or e-mail: lutheran@summon.syr,edu,
or phone (315)443-2439, or fax (315)
443-4128.7

Thompson Lecture Series at
Austin

THE 1997 THOMPSON LECTURE
Series at the Austin Presbyterian Theo-
logical Seminary began on March 6 with
a lecture on “Big Bang” cosmology by
physics Professor Steven Weinberg of
the University of Texas at Austin, who
was the Nobel laureate in physics in
1979. Other lectures in the series in-
clude “Darwin, Evolution and Religion”
on March 27 by University of Texas
biochemist D. R. Appling; and “Can-
cer, Suffering and the Search fora Cure”
on April 22 by oncologist Frederick H.
Hausheer. T

Your Genes, Your Choices

AN 82-PAGE BOOKTITLED “YOUR
Genes, Your Choices,” written by Cathe-
rine Baker for the Science + Literacy for
Healch project of the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science
Directorarte for Education and Human
Resources, explores the ethical, legal
and social issues raised by the Human
Genome Project. It does so by raising
personal questions that people might
have after learning more about their
own individual genetic characteristics,
and facing alternative answers to these
questions. The book would be under-
standable to any of our PASTCF mem-
bers.

A companion 7-minute video is also
available that can be used by discussion
leaders who have some expertise in ge-
netics. According to Science magazine,
the book and video are free, with $5 for
postage and handling. To order, call
(202) 326-6454 or write to the Science
+ Literacy for Health Project, American
Association for the Advancement of Sci-
ence, 1200 New York Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20005.1



Persistent and New Questions
. « « About Matter, Space, Time, and Life

uman beings are curious. We
ask questions. Sometimes we
have questions that we don’t

know yet how to ask. Some of the ques-
tions are theological and some are scien-
tific. Many of them can be both to-
gether.

We seek answers, preferable answers
that we can understand, and thart are
dependable. Many answers can only

be partial because we don’t know
P
i >»
enough yet to interpret what has /8
eenrevealed, or we haven’t known
b led h >
yet just how to ask the question. " ®

There are persistent questions that
keep coming back after being partially
answered, or after the answer has been
only partially understood. New ques-
tions arise when we have learned enough
to ask them, or when old questions and
answers seem inadequate.

Questions are often about such basic
things as matter (the “stuff” around us,
and what we’re made of), space (where
we areand “out there”), time (then, now
and when), and life (ours, theirs and
God’s). Here are a few examples, both
persistent (P) and relatively new (N), in
those categories.

Matter
P

(first molecules, then atoms, electrons

What does matter consist of?

and protons, neutrons and positions,
quarks . . .)

(N) Why does mass respond to
gravity? What is antimarter, and its ef-
fect upon matter?

Space
()
bounded? (first the “sky”, then solar

system, galaxy, many galaxies, ...)
(N)

Space exert PI’CSSU[’C.> Does space havean

How large is space, un-

Is “open” space uniform? Can

orientation? Are there other universes?

by Daniel W. Martin

Time
(P)  When did our universe begin?
(N) Was there previous time? How

long will our earth and solar system
continue? If they are terminated, will
there still be time?
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Life
(P)  Whenand howdid anykind of

life begin? How about human life? Is life
still undergoing creation?
(N)

evolving? Can human genes be com-

Is the concept of evolution still

pletely mapped? Does the recent em-
phasis on heredity (genes) diminish pre-
vious emphasis on environment? Can
procreation occur artificially? Can hu-
man beings be cloned?

Even more complex questions arise
when interrelationships among mass,
space, time, and life are considered (e.g.
E=mc?). Recently researchers from five
collaborating institutions, including the
Navel Research Laboratory, announced
the discovery of a cloud of antimatter
particles boiling up from the center of

0 o o) oy

our own galaxy, the Milky Way! This
isn’t a new phenomenon. It’s just a new
discovery thatleads us to new questions.

The May 1997 issue of Physics Today,
the magazine of the American Institute
of Physics, features an article entitled
“Duality, Spacetime and Quantum Me-
chanics” which reports “a major new
the quest
superunification of the forces of na-

perspective on for
ture..” The abstract of the article states
that “widely disparate themes from sev-
eral decades of theoretical physics have
recently converged to become parts of a
single story. The result is a still-mysteri-
ous ‘M-theory’ that may revise our
understanding of the role of quan-
@ tum mechanics.”
e These two recent examples are
P quoted here just to demonstrate
& that sophisticated, extensive, co-
ordinated, and creative, scientific re-
search and technological progress are
still (a) leading to profound new ques-
tions, and (b) questioning previous an-
SWers to persistent questions.

Asa Christian, and after sixty years as
an acoustical physicist (and more re-
cently an engineer and scientific edi-
tor), this author wonders whether hu-
man questions about God’s universe(s),
and the future of life therein, will always
continue to outpace the answers.

(Do I hear God laughing?)T

"Science as a Christian
Vocation” Recognition Planned

he PASTCF Executive Board is de-
veloping a proposal by Wesley
McCoy to establish a “Science as a Chris-
tian Vocation” recognition for selected
Presbyterian individuals working in sci-
ence, engineering, or science education.
Details and nomination procedures
for nominations in the fall of 1997 will
be announced at the PASTCF luncheon
on June 19 during the General Assem-
bly. Nomination forms can be picked
up at the PASTCF booth in the General
Assembly Exhibit Area, and later by mail
request, T
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Prayer of Adoration

Wonderful and creating God, we thank you for making the world with its beauty in
every season. We thank you for creating all the plants and critters of the wild, even the
birds and beetles, the skunks and opossums and so many others. God, especially we thank
you for creating humans and creating us in your image. We love the grear diversity of
people around us especially when we remember that you created us all and all of us have
some part of you within ourselves. Your greatest creation, God, is your Son. It is your
divine wisdom that brought Jesus to us. It is your divine love that he lived and taught
and shared. It is your divine call that we strive ro follow through Christ. Wonderful and
creating God we thank you for being alive and for considering us as your sons and
daughters. In Christ we pray, Amen.

Dr. Paul S. Hammer, Pastor of Mount Washington Presbyterian Church, Cincinnati

€ditorial Note

With this issue Vice-President/
Newsletter Editor Martin completes
his term of office. His service to the
newsletter has been personally re-
warding, and he takes this opportu-
nity to express his appreciation for |

| the contribution of Rev. William

Mclvor for his publication efforts,
and for his willingness to be nomi-
nated as the next newsletter ediror.

Membership Application

Pittsburgh, PA 15202

Presbyterian Association on Science, Technology, and the Christian Faith

Please enroll me as a Student ($10) Regular ($35) Contributing ($100) Sustaining ($250) member of the
Presbyterian Association on Science, Technology, and the Christian Faith. (please print)

Name: Professional Field:

Address: Phone:

Denomination: Local Church:

Please make checks for annual dues payable to the PASTCF and mail to The Association, c/o James B. Miller, 917 Forest Avenue,
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