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NE OF THE JOYS AND CHALLENGES OF
our era is the abundance of informa-

tion on almost any subject, information in-

stantly available via links to the Internet and the
World Wide Web. In case SciTecht readers have not made the
acquaintance of some good places to look for information relat-
ing to the areas of faith, science, and technology, here are some
Internet locations that you may find interesting. Most of these
sites also contain links to other places. So with a few mouse

clicks, the following should bring many readers a lot of helpful
and interesting reading.

ProGraM oF D1aLoGuE BETWEEN SciENCE AND RELIGION
http://www.aaas.org/spp/dspp/dbsr/dbsr.htm

Program of Dialogue Between Science and Religion of the
American Association for the Advancement of Science. This is
where PASTCF Secretary/Treasurer Jim Miller hangs out!

AMERICAN SCIENTIFIC AFFILIATION
http://asa.calvin.edu/ASA/index.html

The American Scientific Affiliation (ASA) is a fellowship of
men and women of science and disciplines that can relate to
science who share a common fidelity to the Word of God and a
commitment to integrity in the practice of science. ASA was
founded in 1941 and has grown significantly since that time. The
stated purpose of the ASA is “to investigate any area relating
Christian faith and science” and “to make known the results of
such investigations for comment and criticism by the Christian
community and by the scientific community.”

CENTER FOR THEOLOGY AND THE
NATURAL SCIENCES
http://www.ctns.org/

The Center for Theology and the
Natural Sciences (CTNS) strives to bridge
these two disciplines. CTNS is a non-
profit international membership organi-
zation dedicated to research, teaching and
public service. It focuses on the relation
between contemporary physics, cosmol-
ogy, technology, environmental studies,
evolutionary and molecular biology and
Christian theology and ethics. As an Af-
filiate of the Graduate Theological Union
(GTU), CTNS offers courses at the doc-
toral and seminary level in order to bring
future clergy and teachers to greater aware-
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“Web” continued from page 1

change (FASE), together with the Reli-
gion and Science program of the Boston
Theological Institute (BTI), is a program
of the schools of the BT that has received
special encouragement from the BTI
Board of Trustees. The purpose of FASE
is to promote interdisciplinary dialogue
among the scientific disciplines—includ-
ing that of theology—within the seminar-
ies, schools of theology, universities, and
local congregations of faith. FASE in-
cludes a special relationship with the BTI
Program in Religion and Ecology.

Cuicaco CENTER FOR RELIGION AND
ScieENCE
http://192.146.206.5/www/faculty/
shaferi/ccrs.html

The Chicago Center for Religion and
Science, a program arm of the Lutheran
School of Theology at Chicago (LSTC)
operated in collaboration with the Center
for Advanced Study in Religion and Sci-
ence (CASIRAS), was founded in January
1988 by Ralph Burhoe, William E. Lesher,
Philip Hefner, and Thomas Gilbert. The
Center is dedicated to relating religious
traditions and scientific knowledge in or-
der to gain insight into the origins, nature,
and future of humans and their environ-
ment, and to realize the common goal of a
world in which love, justice, and ecologi-
cally responsible styles of living prevail.
The purpose is to provide a place of re-
search and discussion between scientists,
theologians, and other scholars on the
most basic issues pertaining to: how we
understand the world in which we live and
our place in that world, how traditional
concerns and beliefs of religion can be
related to scientific understandings, and
how thejoint reflection of scientists, theo-
logians, and other scholars can contribute
to the welfare of the human community.

INSTITUTE FOR RELIGION IN AN AGE OF
Science
http://www.iras.org/

Institute for Religion in an Age of
Science: working for a dynamic and posi-
tive relationship between religion and sci-
ence since 1954,

IRAS is a nondenominational, inde-
pendent society with three purposes:

1. To promote creative efforts leading
to the formulation, in the light of contem-
porary knowledge, of effective doctrines
and practices for human welfare;

2. To formulate dynamic and positive
relationships between the concepts devel-
oped by science and the goals and hopes of
humanity expressed through religion;

3. To state human values and contem-
porary knowledge in such universal and
valid terms that they may be understood
by all peoples, whatever their cultural back-
ground and experience, and provide a ba-
sis for worldwide cooperation.

IRAS membership is open to those
who have an interest in religion, philoso-
phy, and the natural and social sciences.

For more information, send an email
request to the IRAS membership chair
(membership@iras.org); please include
your full mailing address. Or sign the web
site. Guest Book and check the box for
more information.

INsTITUTE FOR THEOLOGICAL ENCOUN-
TER WITH SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
http://ITEST .slu.edu/-

The Institute for Theological Encoun-
ter with Science and Technology (ITEST)
began in the summer of 1966 when Father
Robert Brungs, S (a physicist) and Dr.
John Matschiner (a biochemist) recog-
nized the need to alert the Christian
churches to the advances in the sciences
and technologies. It was clear even then
that the so-called warfare between faith
and religion existed less in the sciences
and in religion and more in the philo-
sophical assumptions of “scientism” and
“religionism.”

Since then ITEST has addressed itself
primarily to scientists, technologists and
religious believers. Recognizing the com-
plexity of current issues, it also invites the
integrating participation of economists,
lawyers, social and behavioral scientists,
physicians, philosophers, theologians and
those concerned with the opportunities
and challenges of contemporary and fu-
ture scientific development. ITEST is
concerned with the meaning of scientific
and technological advance as that relates
to a Christian understanding of the hu-
man and of creation.

“Web” continues on page 7

Presbyterian Association on Science,
Technology, and the Christian Faith

General Purpose: To challenge and assist the
Presbyterian Church (USA), at all levels, to study,
understand, discuss, and act on the implications of
science and technology as they affect the theology,
worship, practice, and moral actions of the church;
and to challenge and assist Presbyterian scientists,
engineers, and other technical professionals to
study, understand, discuss, and act on the impli-
cations of the Reformed theological tradition for
their scientific and technical vocations.

Objectives: (1) To provide for the exchange of
ideas and information among the members and to
develop programs as appropriate to the interest of
the members and the needs of the church. (2) To
assist the membership in providing leadership for

. educational opportunities in congregations and

presbyteries and to encourage the formation of
groups for study and action. (3) To recognize
scientific and technological professions as expres-
sions of Christian vocation. (4) To provide a
national forum for discussion and exchange of
ideas and information in the church. (5) To en-
courage Presbyterian educational institutions to
provide educational opportunities for students and
faculty and continuing education for pastors in the
area of science, technology, and the Christian
faith. (6) To cooperate with other Christian com-
munities and associations with similar purposes.
(7) To sponsor national, regional, or local confer-
ences.

The Executive Board

- President
Rev. Kenneth E. McCall, D.Min.
1514 Tenth Avenue, South, Escanaba, MI
49829
(906) 789-9683
kmceall@up.net

Vice President/SciTecht Editor-Publisher
Rev. D. William Mclvor, D.Min.
3223 N. Marguerite Rd., Spokane, WA 99212
(509) 924-2350 « fax 921-6836
bmcivor@ix.netcom.com

Secretary/Treasurer
Rev. James B. Miller, Ph.D.
917 Forest Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15202
(412) 761-0971
jmiller@aaas.org

Max A. Lauffer, Ph.D.
190 Lauffer Road, Middletown, PA 17057

R. Wesley McCoy
350 Ridgeland Terrace, Marietta, GA 30062
wdmccoy@mindspring.com

Rev. Barbara A. Pursey, Ph.D.
2930 Brueck Road, Dubuque, IA 52001
dlpursey@mwci.net

Rev. Charles C. Talley, D.Min.
23465 Harborview Road, #644,
Punta Gorda, FL 33980

SciTecht is edited and published using Microsoft
Word 5.1a and Adobe PageMaker 6.52 on an
Apple Power Macintosh G3. Imagesetting and
printing for this issue by Sir Speedy of Spokane.
Address correspondence to the Editor. SciTecht is
published quarterly. ®Presbyterian Association on
Science, Technology, and the Christian Faith.
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UPCOMING EVENTS, IDEAS, AND STUFF

“IDENTITY, FORMATION, DIG-
nity” is sponsored by the Boston Theo-
logical Institute, the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, the MIT Artifi-
cial Intelligence Laboratory, the Center
for Faith and Science Exchange, and the
John Templeton Foundation. It is sched-
uled for Cambridge, Massachusetts on
April 30-May 2, 1998. For more informa-
tion check http://www.bu.edu/STH/BTI/
progs/ras/ras.htm.

“SCIENCE AND THE SPIRITUAL
Quest” is scheduled for June 7-10, 1998
at the University of California, Berkeley.
The program is sponsored by the John
Templeton Foundation, and directed and

hosted by the Center for Theology and |

the Natural Sciences.

The conference will feature some of
the world’s leaders in the areas of physics,
cosmology, biology, and computer and
information sciences. Also included will
be three major theologians, who will offer
their assessments of the present challenges
and possibilities of the interface between
science and their respective traditions—
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. They
will address, in their own ways, the human
quest for an integrated picture of life, the
universe, and ultimacy.

For further information contact Pro-
fessional Meeting Planners (617) 279-
9887 or (800) 378-6857, fax (617)
279-9875, email: PMPMeeting@aol.com.

The Presbyterian Association on Sci-
ence, Technology, and the Christian
Faith has developed a program called “Sci-
ence as a Christian Vocation.” It aims to
recognize persons in scientific and tech-
nological flelds whose lives demonstrate
that scientific endeavor, science teaching,
or technological development are all part
of being the people of God. It also hopes
to illustrate compellingly that scientific

knowledge and Christian belief are
complementary, not in opposition as is
often thought. For more information
please contact any member of the PASTCF
Board (see page 2).

The PASTCF luncheon at the upcom-
ing General Assembly in Charlotte will
feature Dr. Anne Foerstas keynote speaker.
Since September 1995 has served as visit-
ing scientist at both the MIT Al-Lab and
Harvard Divinity School.

Anne Foerst works primarily in the
field of Artificial Intelligence (Al). On
her Web page, there is a typescript of
“The Courage to Doubt: How to Build
Android Robots as a Theologian,” a talk
presented at Harvard Divinity School on
November 27, 1995. It’s a fascinating ar-
ticle worth checking out (http://
www.ai.mit.edu/people/annef/
annef.html).

Dr. Anne Foerst

She reflects on Al in terms of a central
expression in the theology of Paul Tillich
as reflected in his The Courage to Be. Here
are a few brief excerpts:

“Cog is a project at MIT Al-Lab. ...
Its first and main purpose is to build an
autonomous robot which can create a flex-
ible and useful behavior in any given envi-

ronment. . . . So far, Cog has a torso and
a head; it has one arm with three fingers
and a thumb and it has a visual system.
This hardware is still being extended and
improved, but also programming has al-
ready begun. . . . With this special archi-
tecture, the builders want to pursue another
purpose with Cog: the better understand-
ing of humankind, especially the under-
standing of the development of human
babies. Cog 1s built in accordance with
scientific recognitions on baby develop-
ment—not only on the neural level, but
also psychologically. Therefore, its devel-
opment and its increasing abilities will be
useful for the recognition of the single
steps in the development of an individual
baby, and the influence of environment on
this development. . . .

“Al as a part of cognitive science has
found so much mechanistic explanations
for human experiences. And whenever a
limit for computer abilities was proposed
by the Al-opponents, after a time com-
puters have succeeded in accomplishing
the tasks considered before to be impos-
sible.

“The more scientific knowledge in-
creases, the more this kind of argumenta-
tion must retreat. And, much more
important, the more the opponents insist
on a qualitative difference between hu-
mans and machines which has—within
the scientific and empiristical worldview
of Al—no evidence, the less people from
the Al-camp will take the opponents seri-
ously. . ..

“How [can] people from the Al-camp,
as one example for any scientific camp,
talk to people with a different worldview?
How [can it be proved] to them that theo-
logical insight into humankind is not sim-
ply another worldview, but can be
combined with their understanding of hu-
mankind and can enrich their work?

“Horizonal” continues on page 4
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“Horizonal” continued from page 3

“And one can find the seeds for such a
dialogue in the theology of Paul
Tillich. . . . A main task of Tillich was an
attempt to talk with other academic disci-
plines. . . . In all these attempts for dia-
logue, Tillich presupposes a very real
relationship between God and human-
kind. Now, how does Al deal with these
polarities? In my opinion, Al explains all
ambiguities of life in functionalistic and
mechanistic terms. . . .

“Therefore, theology can integrate jus-
tification into [its] understanding of hu-
mankind: dignity, the value of each person,
the specialty of each individual, and yet,
the value of society, of friendship, of hu-
man interaction, the importance of moral
thoughts, the importance of cultural de-
velopment, the notion of responsibility
and the hope in the possibility to change
the negative sides of life—all this is not to
think in a purely mechanistic anthropol-
ogy; but it is the consequence of theologi-
cal understanding of humans—and the
consequence of the intuitive self-under-
standing of most people in this world.

“By positioning the theories about hu-
mans of both camps in this described man-
ner, the result will be a mutual enrichment
and a mutual recognition of the limits of
their own scientific field. Theology can-
not give any answer about how the brain
might work and which mechanistic corre-
lations there are in ourselves. Al, on the
other hand, cannot give any answer about
meaning of life and cannot support hu-
mans in their intuitive understanding of
themselves within their struggles with their
ambiguous and fearful life.

“The Courage to Doubt of theolo-
gians, therefore, can lead both, people
from the Al-camp and people from the
theological camp, to create altogether a
common perspective on reality in which
both sides play their own, important part!”

EVOLUTION AND CREATION:
Facing the Issues (course #1'742) will be
held on June 29-July 6, 1998 at Ghost
Ranch Center. The leaders are: Rev. Bar-
bara A. Pursey, Ph.D., Dubuque, IA; Rev.
James B. Miller, Ph.D., Pittsburgh, PA;
R. Wesley McCoy, Marietta, GA.

The seminar will explore dimensions

of the evolution/creation relationship as it
impacts churches and schools. It will trace
the historical development of the theory
of evolution from Darwin to the present,
the rise of opposition within segments of
the religious community to the theory,
and its constructive interpretations. Ways
to affirm both creation and evolution will
be explored as well as alternatives to ex-
treme positions on both sides of the issue.
This course is for anyone who wants to
explore a deeper understanding of evolu-
tion and creation issues, seeking more
light than heat!

All of the leaders are members of the
PASTCF board. Miller and Pursey have
led science/faith seminars at the Ranch
several times in the past. McCoy is a
nationally recognized high school biology
teacher who has been intimately involved
in the evolution/creationism debate.

This will be a most stimulating week
for you. Pass the word to others in your
area you think might have an interest.
Registration is $140. Contact Ghost
Ranch Conference Center, HC 77, Box
11, Abiquiu, NM 87510; (505) 685-4333.

“SCIENCE IN THEISTIC CON-
texts: Cognitive Dimensions” is pre-
sented by the Pascal Centre for Advanced
Studies in Faith and Science. The confer-
ence is scheduled for July 21-25,1998. It
will present an analysis and evaluation of
the internal role of theistic religious be-
liefs in the natural sciences and math-
ematics and is intended for those who are
interested in the mutual relationships be-
tween science and religious belief.

There will be several keynote addresses.
“The Distinction Between Religious &
Metaphysical Beliefs” by Steven Wykstra.

The address will present a philosophical
analysis of the distinction between religious
and metaphysical beliefs as it relates to the
interaction of faith and science with sensi-
tivity to the bistory of science and to theology.

“The Historiography of Religion and
Science Interaction” by J. H. Brooke.

How can influence of religious beliefs on
the content of scientific theory be identified?
What are the requirements for an adequate
historiography of the influence of religious
belief on the content of science?

“Is Science Immune to Religion?” by

| T. Settle.

“Metaphysics and Science in Chris-
tianity, Judaism and Islam: A Compara-
tive Analysis” by Toby E. Huff.

A comparative review of attitudes rto-
ward the naturalistic metaphysics of Greek
philosophy and science of the early and high
middle ages will show the contrasting meta-
physical assumptions adopted in the three
theistic religions and how this affected scien-
tific practice.

Conference registration will be on
Tuesday evening, July 21. Participants will
be housed in college residences unless
hotel accommodation is requested.

For complete details of costs, travel
information, and the full program contact
http://alpha.redeemer.on.ca/pascal/.

“STRANDS IN THE WEB OF LIFE:
Exploring our Roles in Ecology, Peace
and Justice” will be the theme of the
Presbyterians for Restoring Creation con-
ference this summer. The conference will
consider the powerful connection of is-
sues shared among those in the Restoring
Creation Fellowship, Peacemakers, Hun-
ger Network, and those concerned for
Sustainable Lifestyle. The program is
scheduled for August 8-12, 1998 at Mon-
treat Conference Center in North Caro-
lina.

Plenary Speakers will be: Ron Sider -
President, Evangelicals for Social Action;
Joan Martin-Brown, Advisor, Sustainable
Development, The World Bank; Larry
Rasmussen, Professor of Social Ethics,
Union Seminary, NYC, and Co-Modera-
tor of the WCC Commission for Peace,
Justice, and the Integrity of Creation; and
the Honorable Eva Clayton, Congress-
woman from North Carolina, and mem-
ber of the Eco-Justice Task Force which
developed “Restoring Creation for Ecol-
ogy and Justice,” adopted by the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
(US.A).

Registration will be available through
Montreat Conference Center, P.O. Box
969, Montreat, NC 28757. (800) 572-
2257. The program fee 1s $150 on or
before July 7and $165 after July 7. For any
other information, contact Bill Knox at
(704) 262-3881 or BILL_KNOX®@
pcusa.org.
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Outstanding
Books for
1997

HE 1997 WINNERS OF THE

Prize For Outstanding Books in The-
ology and the Natural Sciences (published
in 1996) were awarded at festivities on
February 15, 1998 in Philadelphia, PA.
The three prize winners were:

Pastoral Genetics: Theology and Care at
the Beginning of Life by Ronald Cole-
Turner and Brent Walters (Pilgrim).

Religion and Science: History, Method
and Dialogue edited by W. Mark
Richardson and Wesley J. Wildman
(Routledge) [See following review.]

God, Creation and Contemporary Phys-
ics by Mark William Worthing (Fortress
Press).

The Templeton Prize for Outstanding
Books recognizes outstanding scholarship
in the interdisciplinary area of theology
and the natural sciences. The Book Prize
also seeks to foster outstanding scholarly
investigation of the relation of theology
and science. In addition to encouraging
top level scholarship, the Book Prize Pro-
gram promotes a wider dissemination of
exceptional scholarship in science and re-
ligion. This dissemination of the very best
scholarship is a critical need, especially as
more and more scholars, educators, and
public opinion leaders are attracted to the
field.

The Center for Theology and the
Natural Sciences administers selection of
the prize-winning books, and works with

BOOKS

| the Templeton Foundation in publicizing
the winners of the Book Prize. Selection
of the award-winning books begins with a
Nominating Committee of five senior

scholars, who are thoroughly familiar with
the interdisciplinary field of science and
religion. Each member of the Committee
can nominate up to twenty books. (Unso-
licited nominations are not considered.)
A Panel of Judges, consisting of three
internationally known scholars, then se-
lects the three award-winning books.

Only books that focus on the relations
between theology and/or spiritual sub-
jects and the natural sciences are consid-
ered for the award. These books must
present a scholarly case showing the po-
tential relevance of these sciences or their
methods for theology and/or spiritual sub-
jects. Nominated books are judged against
several criteria; among them:

v Does the book make a convincing

and scholarly case?

v Does it have real potential for affect-
ing opinion makers and the general pub-
lic?

N Will it be an important resource to
be used by other scholars teaching courses
in science and religion in institutions of

higher education?
v Has it been previously recognized
through an outstanding award?
Winners from 1995 and 1996 may be
requested by writing to CTNS at:
2400 Ridge Road
Berkeley, CA 94709
(510) 848-8152
- (510) 848-2535 (fax)
Email: ctns2gtu@ctns.org

NS

A Good Read
‘and a Fine
Reference

by Carl Trindle
The University of Virginia

W. Mark Richardson and Wesley J.
Wildman, Eds. Religion and Science: His-
tory, Method, Dialogue, New York:
Routledge, 1996

In that land there are two great cities.
In the City of T, everything is being built,
everything is being torn down. Here we

lust for the new, the pace is quick, every-
thing is in motion, we are in and of the
moment. In the City of K, the streets are
quiet, we move with ceremonial delibera-
tion. Memory is everywhere: In the an-
cient temple and the ancient university we
ponder large questions.

The center of power was for long the
City of K, but over the years has shifted
toward the City of T which now claims
authority over much of the region. The
rivalry between the cities has been bitter at
times, but those skilled in diplomacy see
signs of increasing cordiality and a grow-
ing sense of common purpose.

W. Mark Richardson, Professor of
Philosophical Theology at the Graduate

Theological Union, Berkeley, and
Wesley J. Wildman, a professor
of theology at Boston Univer-
sity, recognize that the cities
of Science and Religion take
continues on page 6
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“Review” continued from page 5
quite different views of the world. But
since this is after all one world, they offer
us a bicultural guide to questions of com-
mon concern, focusing in particular on
the dialogue between science and theol-
ogy. Richardson and Wildman’s govern-
ing metaphor is the bridge—naturally so;
the conference from which this book grew
took place within easy view of the Golden
Gate. A bridge is necessary only when a
breach between territories is evident and
the spanning of that breach is desirable. A
sturdy bridge requires solid bedrock un-
derlying both territories—so despite the
apparentseparation of the landforms, they
are invisibly linked. Moreover, Richardson
and Wildman understand that the meta-
phorical landforms of theology and sci-
ence are mutable. Their boundaries change
in less than geological time, so no bridge
can be considered more than provisional.
Constant maintenance is required, and
the engineers must be ready to tear down
and rebuild as conditions change.

Despite the richness of this imagery,
however, I prefer to abandon the civil
engineering metaphor (though who would
not wish somehow to engineer civility?),
and turn instead to images drawn from
diplomacy, since diplomacy requires at
least some sympathy for and understand-
ing of the Others’ convictions, and some
inkling that hostile parties can share as-
sumptions and even common purposes. In
the case of the rival cities of science and
religion, both share the idea that some
substantial portion of the universe is know-
able and the recognition that good theo-
ries of knowledge and reality are required.
Both need to understand how human
knowledge is created, and both need to
make responsible and informed decisions
on the human problems they share.

Religion and Science is a guide for bud-
ding diplomats, but, I would aver, equally
valuable for the general citizenry of both
cities. The handbook is carefully con-
structed, so that what might at first glance
seem to be rather scattered reports from
the marches are fitted into a thorough
survey of the shared and disputed terri-
tory.

The editors first provide a political
geography, defining the relation in ques-

tion. An overview of the history of rela-
tions follows, extending from the En-
lightenment, i.e., the time of the rise of
city of T, to the present day. The naive
from both cities might consider this to be
the story of the unrelenting advance of T
and the retreat of K, with no apparentend.
Closer study, reported by John Hedley
Brooke (18th c.), Claude Welch (19th c.),
and Wildman (20th c.), reveals the com-
plexity of the story. Rapid shifts in the
beliefs governing the City of T have over
the years complicated negotiations con-
siderably. These troublesome innovations
have most recently evoked in the City of T
a sense that it cannot exert its sway in all
territories. History is therefore of growing
interest to that camp, and there is some
hope of detente between T and its ancient
rival. Ina rare exercise in prophecy, Holmes
Ralston III Jooks to developments in cos-
mology and biological study of origins as
an opportunity for intercity collaboration.
If the anthropic principle expresses the
delicate tuning of fundamental constants
of physics so to make life’s emergence
possible (if not inevitable), and if the study
of reproduction reveals the presence and
transmission of information in living sys-
tems, is it not possible that God’s work is
to be found in these life-giving ordering
strokes? On a different front, there must
be growing collaboration between the
camps if we are to find the proper and wise
use of techniques now in hand and on the
horizon.

The prospects for successful collabo-
ration are enhanced by the recognition
that members of both camps live in the
same world, and by the fact that both
science and religion must be concerned
with the truth of their statements, which
are after all made by human beings of
common rationality. Regardless of the
undeniable differences between science
and religion in the ways that truth is con-
structed and certified, these commonal-
ties can make debate more than empty
posturing. The fact that science has dis-
covered mysteries (despite, and even at
times because of, its best efforts) has done
much to bring the diplomats from the
scientific community to consult with and
learn from their neighbors.

Editors Richardson and Wildman im-

pose a kind of order on the discussion of
the similarities and differences in meth-
ods of constructing knowledge in science
and religion. The organization—a simu-
lated and formalized conversation—is
praiseworthy. However perhaps inevita-
bly in diplomatic ventures, the agreement
which is discernible at the level of great
generalities skillfully expressed tends to
dissipate as we descend to detail. Much of
the disagreement here centers on the ques-
tion of what justifies Christian belief and
what connection with the views of the
scientific community is required.

The bulk of the work, at last, is a
sampling of cases where fruitful collabo-
ration can reasonably be expected.

* Theology cosmology and the cre-
ation (Stoeger and Russell)

* Chaos theory and divine action
(Young and Polkinghorne)

* Complementarity and the inade-
quacy of everyday categories in Christology
(MacKinnon, Loder and Neidhardt, and
Kaiser)

* Information theory and revelation
(Puddefoot and Peacocke)

* Molecular biology and the problem
of free will (Cole and Richardson)

* Social genetics and religious ethics
(Irons and Hefner)

These essays will be of great interest to
those pursuing specialized studies. I have
nothing but admiration for the erudition
of the authors and for their courage in
dealing with difficult and significant prob-
lems. '

A real strength of the collection is that
it escapes the powerful objection over-
stated by Paul Gross, that the metaphors
of scientific vocabulary are frequently bor-
rowed without full understanding of the
context in which they were developed and
in which they carry validity. However, in
view of the scientific credentials of many
of the contributors, one must conclude
that even under ideal conditions, a degree
of straining after the fashions of science is
intrinsic to the project. I cannot escape
the suspicion that chaos theory (to take an
example about which T claim no deep
understanding) may be an effective math-
ematical representation of some kinds of
behavior, but still be utterly lacking in

“Review” continues on page 7
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“‘Review” continued from page 6
implication on any larger issue. Still I
observe that since human beings have a
limited stock of ways to think about diffi-
cult problems—we all speak the same lan-
guage, at bottom—it would be a surprise if
analogous formulations did not emerge in
response to very different kinds of prob-
lems. Our incapacity to express the simul-
taneous humanity and divinity of Christ
and our incapacity to express the simulta-
neous particle and wave nature of small
entities may say more finally about our
inadequacy in thought and language than
about any significant similarity between
Jesus and the electron.

It is an appealing feature of this en-
deavor that a Baedeker intended for the
initiation of students can contain articles
at the edge of scholarship. I am not sure
whether this constitutes praise for the
clarity of the writers, who are making a
fiercely determined effort to present their
ideas clearly, or betrays the fact that
progress in the project is almost impos-
sible to achieve. This is a confusion shared
by efforts to deal with many of our most
urgent problems, including the knotty and
recalcitrant problems of diplomacy.

I expect Science and Religion to be of
lasting importance; few conference pro-
ceedings can so aspire. The editors have
done heroic work to put the fugitive ex-
pressions of a conference into a form which
benefits the newcomer and the veteran to
a field so important, so strife-ridden, and
so worth of study.
© Soundings, published by the University of
Tennessee. Reprinted by permission.

“Web” continued from page 2

The purposes of ITEST are: (1) to act
as an “early warning system” for the
churches on work being done in the scien-
tific laboratories; (2) to translate this in-
formation into a theological/ecclesial
vocabulary; (3) to identify those scientific
and technological developments affecting
Christian belief and to promote Christian
teaching in these matters; (4) to work to
build a community of scientists and tech-
nologists who are dedicated both to the
advancement of scientific understanding
AND to the growth of Christianity.

ITEST is an international, interdisci-
plinary, interfaith community of Chris-
tians concerned with one of the most
promising but urgent issues facing the
churches and the civil society, namely, the
revolutionary advance in scientific and
technological capability, particularly as it
is directed toward living systems. Reli-
giously, these developments are impor-
tant relative to human dignity, freedom,
and bodily integrity. Socially, the tech-
nologies and industries developing from
advances in the life sciences (for example
the Human Genome Project and genome
studies of other species) have the potential
of being used to create either a far better
society or one in which the human being is
perceived as merely an interchangeable
part of the social machinery.

Joun TempLETON FOUNDATION
http://www.templeton.org/

When he was growing up in rural
Winchester, Tennessee, renowned inter-
national investment manager John Marks
Templeton considered becoming a mis-
sionary. He eventually used his talents in
the business world where he founded the
Templeton Growth Fund, one of the
world’s most successful mutual funds.
Templeton’s early interest in spiritual is-
sues remained a strong influence on his
life. Noting how advances in scientific
thought dramatically changed the world,
he believed advances in religious thought
could have a similar impact. In 1972, he
established the Templeton Prize for
Progress in Religion to recognize frontier
thinking in religion that contributes to
humanity’s understanding of God, spiri-
tuality, and the universe. The annual prize
is currently worth more than $1 million.

Sir John Templeton was knighted in
1987 by Queen Elizabeth for his philan-
thropic efforts. That same year he estab-
lished the John Templeton Foundation to
explore spiritual and moral progress
through the use of scientific methods. It
works closely with scientists, theologians,
medical professionals, philosophers and
scholars to:

* Create and fund projects forging

study of religious and spiritual subjects
Support progress in religion by increasing
the body of spiritual information through
scientific research;

* Encourage a greater appreciation of
the importance of the free enterprise sys-
tem and the values that support it;

* Promote character and value devel-
opment in educational institutions.

PascaL CENTRE FOR ADVANCED STUD-
1ES IN FAITH AND SCIENCE
http://alpha.redeemer.on.ca/pascal/

The Pascal Centre for Advanced Stud-
ies in Faith and Science promotes con-
structive relations between Christian faith
and the natural sciences by means of edu-
cation, outreach and research in the light
of Scripture.

The Centre also aims to keep science
and technology from being perceived as
obstacles to the Christian faith, and to
remove obstacles faith may produce for
appreciation of science and technology.
The progressive secularization of society
calls for more Christians who are capable
of integrating their faith in the context of
a scientific and technological culture.

The Centre was founded in 1988 by
Redeemer College, a private non-denomi-
national Christian liberal arts university
in Ancaster, Ontario, Canada.

SCIENCE & SPIRIT RESOuRCEs
http://science-spirit.com/

Science & Spirit Resources, on the
World Wide Web, is dedicated to both
gathering and disseminating information
relevant to the fields of science and spiri-
tuality. The information on this site cov-
ers the most current books, periodicals,
published papers, lectures, conferences and
other events. In addition Science & Spirit
Resources is a community gathering place
where individuals can exchange informa-
tion, learn about current events and re-
search, purchase new titles, and even access
online databases for individual research.

These are but some of the main and easily
avatlable web sites that relate to the general
areas of theology and science. There are cer-

stronger relationships and insights link- | fainlyothers and ifyou will make SciTecht’s

ing the sciences and all religions;
* Apply scientific methodology to the

editor aware of them, they will be included in
some future issue.
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The Last Word —Notes from the Editor

n the last issue of SciTechf, my first as editor, I promised

to do my best to make our Association’s newsletter informa-

tive to read and attractive to look out. I said I was working
on some format and appearance changes. You'll see some of those
in this issue. I also asked for help with the content, help from you,
SciTechf's readers.

I've had some reader input but I need much more. So please
send to me reports of meetings, book or major article reviews, and
other material of interest to our readers for possible inclusion.
Also write some “letters to the editor” about what's going on in
your neck of the woods.

I would love to have original articles too. Or, if you have
written for some other journal and if reprint rights can be
obtained, I would be happy to consider such items. Obviously
space is limited and some offerings may need to be excerpted or
serialized but I can’t publishitif you don’t send it! Here are a few
guidelines for submission to SciTecht.

1.Ideal length is 500-750 words but longer pieces will also be
considered. All pieces are subject to condensation.

2. Clearly identify all relevant data about the event, book,
article, previous copyright, etc. Include your name and how you
may be contacted.

3. If proceedings, reprints, or other program material are
available for meetings, list the address for obtaining them and
their cost.

Material may be submitted in several ways. Send hardcopy,
diskette (3.5"—either Macintosh or PC), or other physical ma-
terial to me at: 3223 N. Marguerite Rd., Spokane, WA 99212.
Hardcopy may also be faxed to (509) 921-6836. Material may
also be sent to any of the following email addresses:

bmeivor@ix.netcom.com (preferred)

podmac@aol.com
You can also call me at (509) 924-2350.

If you are not already a member of the Presbyterian Associa-
tion on Science, Technology, and the Christian Faith and would
like to join (thereby becoming a
subscriber to SciTecht), send a note
to our secretary Jim Miller, Ways
to contact him are on page 2.

Finally, while I'm not very keen
about this poor quality picture be-
ing here (yes, I £now that some of
the poor quality is the content!),
consider it mostly a precursor of
my desire to make SczTecht more
personal. Look for pictures of more
board members and others in up-
coming issues.

—Bill Mclvor






